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Welfare states in sustainability transformation: work,
inequalities, and eco-social policies?

7-9 September 2026,

European Trade Union Institute (ETUI)

City Centre Offices, Boulevard du Jardin Botanique 20 (Floor 6G - Room A1 and A2), Brussels

Day 0 - Arrival - Sunday 6 September

Day 1 - Monday 7 September

09:15-09:45 Welcome Coffee & Registration
Brief welcome by organisers, outline of the summer school goals and format.
09:45 -10:45 Keynote and Q&A

o The Role of Sustainable Welfare in Just Transition and Adaptation
Mary Murphy, Maynooth University

10:45-11:00 Break
11:00-12:30 Session 1 - Energy poverty and social protection

o Qvercoming energy poverty: mapping discourses on “précarité énergétique” in Brussels
Jonne Huhnt, MA Student, Bauhaus University Weimar, Germany

o From economic hardship to climate action: how social safety nets enable public acceptance for higher
energy prices

Par Dalén, PhD Candidate, Swedish Institute for Social Research (SOFI), Sweden

Discussant: Mary Murphy, Maynooth University
12:30-13:30 Lunch - Grand Café 1909, Double Tree by Hilton, Rue Gineste 3, 1210 Bruxelles
13:30 - 15:00 Session 2 — Financing eco-social transitions and welfare state adaptations

o Financing the green transition in the EU: competing paradigms and their welfare implications
Adriano La Gioia, PhD Candidate, Université Libre de Bruxelles & Vrije Universiteit Brussel

o Experiencing eco-social risks: inequality and welfare in the aftermath of the 2023 Emilia-Romagna
floods

Paolo Anzalone, PhD candidate, University of Bologna, Italy

Discussant: Sotiria Theodoropoulou, ETUI
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15:00 - 15:15 Break
15:15 -16:45 Session 3 — Economic elites, redistribution and climate politics

o Voluntary redistribution by polluting economic elites in favour of the Just Transition
Marguerite Culot, PhD Candidate, Université Libre de Bruxelles, Belgium

o Work and the just ecological transition: Exploring the feasibility and desirability of eco-social policies
Carlotta Paglia, PhD Candidate, University of Urbino, Italy

Discussant: Tuuli Hirvilammi, Tampere University
16:45-17:00 Wrap up

19:30 Dinner - Serra, Place Charles Rogier 20, 1210 Bruxelles

Day 2 - Tuesday 8 September
09:30-10:30 Keynote and Q&A

o A post-growth social-ecological state: why, how, when
Eloi Laurent, Sciences Po

10:30 - 10:45 Break
10:45 -12:30 Session 4 — Welfare in motion: climate shocks, care and post-growth change agents

o C(L)ARE: How to deal with care and catastrophes in communes in times of climate crisis
Sophie Achleitner, PhD Candidate, University of Natural Resources and Life Sciences Vienna, Austria

o Change agents for post-growth approaches: The strategies of public officials
Laura Angresius, PhD Candidate, University of Barcelona, Spain

Discussant: Eloi Laurent, Sciences Po

12:30-13:30 Lunch - Grand Café 1909, Double Tree by Hilton, Rue Gineste 3, 1210 Bruxelles
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13:30 - 15:00 Session 5 — Work, collective rights and trade union agency in sustainability transitions

o The Role of Collective Labour Rights in the Achievement of Sustainability
Seray Poyraz, PhD Candidate, Trinity College Dublin, Ireland

o Demanding a Just Transition: Trade Union Discourses and Workers’ Agency in EU Climate Governance
Anna Golnerits, PhD Candidate, Sapienza University, Italy

Discussant: Bianca Luna Fabris, ETUI
15:00-15:15 Wrap up

19:30 Dinner - Basils Liberté, Pl. de la Liberté 1, 1000 Bruxelles

Day 3 - Wednesday 9 September
09:00 - 10:00 Keynote and Q&A

o Governing the Wellbeing Economy, a research agenda
Elke Heins, University of Edinburgh

10:00 —10:15 Break

10:15 -11:45 Session 7 — Governance, wellbeing economy and just transition management

o Embedding wellbeing economy in governance: a comparative analysis of ten national case studies
Saija livonen, PhD Candidate, Tampere University, Finland

o Actors, actions and governance: sub-national just transition management in the context of countries of
Central Europe

Pavol Bors, PhD Candidate, Comenius University, Slovakia

Discussant: Elke Heins, University of Edinburgh

11:45-12:00 Wrap up
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