
Sustainable welfare and 
eco-social policy network
GENERAL ASSEMBLY

27th October 2025



Agenda
1. Welcome & opening 

presentation
2. Board membership
3. Existing activities & future 

directions
4. Others



The Network in 
Brief

ecowelfarenetwork.or
g

• Integrated perspective on ecological 
and welfare state research

• Interdisciplinary & international 
network 

• Over 700 subscribers (mailing list)
• Researchers, policy-makers, and 

practitioners 
• Launch & Kick-off in Autumn 2022



Board 
Members

Katharina Bohnenberger
Benedetta Cotta
Tuuli Hirvilammi
Matteo Mandelli
Robin Schulze Waltrup
Katharina Zimmermann



New guidelines on board 
membership
• Balanced composition

• Responsibility for guiding the network & for specific activities

• Board composition to be discussed every two years at the General Assembly

• 2 years mandate, renewable ideally no more than twice

• Vacancies (and spontaneous applications) evaluated by incumbent board 
members

• Number of board members ideally between 3 and 6

• Probation and phase-out period



…Feedback & 
discussion… 
Do you have any suggestion, comment or remark 
on the proposed guidelines?

Do you have any remark to raise (anonymously) 
on the current board?



Activities
Ongoing activities
Research colloquia
Website
Mailing list 
Newsletter & Zotero Base
Special Sessions, Archive
Funding Sources 
Summer school
Early-career researchers
Funding Sources

Past activities
Teaching group
Country representatives
Stakeholders’ engagement

New activities
 network conference



Research colloquia 
Since October 2022, we have organised 

14 colloquia on different topics 

with 47 speakers from academia and beyond

• Recordings are available on ecowelfarenetwor.org (if 
asked, password is ‘ecosocial’)

• Topics have been decided by the board members who 
have also shared responsibility for organizing the events

• Plans for the next events (book launch, employment 
policies, sufficiency...?)

• What topics should be discussed? Please share your 
ideas and requests for the upcoming events by emailing 
tuuli.hirvilammi@tuni.fi



Website
managed by Benedetta 

https://ecowelfarenetwork.org/ 

All you have to know on 
what is organised by 

the Network

All you have to do to join and keep in touch 
with the Network 

All you have to know on 
the ongoing activities by 

the Network

https://ecowelfarenetwork.org/


Newsletter 
managed by Katharina Z and Sarah Tews

Frequency 4 times/year 
Content:

• Events
• Call for participants
• Call for papers
• New publications (books, journals, papers)
• New Policy briefs/reports
• Job offers
• Educational resources (summer schools, courses)

Subscription via JISCMAIL: SUSTAINABLEWELFARE
Please send information to: ecosocial.wiso@uni-hamburg.de

http://SUSTAINABLEWELFARE@JISCMAIL.AC.UK
mailto:ecosocial.wiso@uni-hamburg.de


Zotero Database
managed by Katharina Z and Sarah Tews

Free access to all publications listed in the newsletter
“Closed circle”; legal to share pdfs
How to get access:

• Make Zotero account
• Send Email with “Access Zotero” as a subject and your Zotero 

username to ecosocial.wiso@uni-hamburg.de
• You will granted access (maybe wait a few days)

mailto:ecosocial.wiso@uni-hamburg.de


Mailing list
managed by Katharina Bohnenberger

• It is composed of more than 797 
members in 20+ countries (mainly 
European).
• Member are mainly researchers, 
but there are also policy-makers 
and practitioners.

Currently based at JISCM@il
-> any hints for mailing list hosts?

 
We welcome your contributions to the list!

Please consider forwarding relevant mails 
to the mailing list!



Special Sessions
coordination by Katharina Bohnenberger 

We seek to have special tracks at the following conference: 

ESEE/Degrowth Conferences

2026 Submission of special track planned (Robin, KatharinaB)

2025 ISEE/Degrowth conference Oslo (Tuuli, KatharinaB)

EspaNet conferences

2025 Milano (Robin, KatharinaZ, Benedetta, Mi Ah Shoyen, KatharinaB)

2024 Tampere (Matteo,Tuuli, KatharinaB) 

2023 Warsaw (Andrea Schmid, KatharinaB)

-> other conferences at which we should host sessions/tracks?



Network Archive
organized by Katharina Bohnenberger 

• Repository for notes 

• Repository for helpful resources e.g. network slides 

Please approach us if you need current 
version of the announcement slides!

What would support you in promoting the 
network? 



Country representatives
organized by Katharina Bohnenberger



Summer school 2025
organized by Katharina Bohnenberger

• 5 days of lectures and 
workshops

• 30 participants from all 
over Europe

• Fully funded



Network funding
coordinated by KatharinaB, with support by Robin, KatharinaZ

Applied for funding at Junge Akademie 
 

Any other 
recommendations for 
good funding sources?
 



Early-career researchers
coordinated by Robin with support from Jana Brandl

Early-Career Researchers Group 
• Hold regular Zoom meetings (same frequency as colloquia)
• Foster connections among late Master’s students, PhD candidates, and 

postdocs in the field
• Discuss key topics: conference participation, supervision practices, publishing 

and peer review, academic culture
Book club 
• Meet more regularly (every 1–2 months)
• Readings: Governing the Commons (Ostrom) and The Eco-Social Polity (editors: 

Domorenok, Graziano & Zimmermann)



Stakeholders’ 
engagement
coordinated by Matteo M.

• A series of informal thematic roundtables 
• Purposes: dialogue & strategic alliance + summaries available for the Network
• Approximately 15 selected academics & social-political actors

• Past events:
1. Climate & healthcare (with the Austrian National Public Health Institute), 26/06/2023
2. Italy (with Fondazione Feltrinelli & Matteo Villa), 22/09/2023
3. EU (with the European Social Observatory, Milena Buchs & Sebastiano Sabato), 

04/12/2023
4. France (with Sciences Po’s SET Initiative, Anne-Laure Beaussier, Eloi Laurent and 

Bruno Palier), 15/05/2024 & 21/11/2024 

• Future directions:
• Open to help organizing new roundtables
• A new kind of stakeholder engagement? A network of networks?



Conferences & 
workshops
coordinated by Matteo M.

Ongoing activities:
• Collaboration in the organization of workshops (e.g. “The Social-ecological dimension 

of the European Green Deal”, Sciences Po Paris, 25 April 2025)

New activity: first-ever Eco-welfare network conference
• Brussels, 9-11 Sept. 2026
• In collaboration with the Free University of Brussels (ULB), the Hamburg University, 

Tampere University & the European Trade Union Institute
• Call for contributions in January 2026: paper-based presentations and/or open 

discussion
• Social event & policy meetings
• Preceded by a new summer school



…Feedback & 
discussion… 
Do you have any suggestions to improve the 
ongoing and planned activities? 
Are there other activities that you would like the 
network to do?
Do you have any suggestions on the strategic 
directions that the network should take or 
questions on the network’s purpose?



General discussion

Any other points or questions?



Thank you for 
your 

engagement!
Let‘s celebrate three years of the Sustainable 

welfare & eco-social policy network!

ecowelfarenetwork.org

ecowelfarenetwork.org
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