
 Dear readers of the Sustainable Welfare List,  
 

here comes the ninth edition of our Sustainable Welfare & Eco-social Policy Network Newsletter! If you have 
any comments on the newsletter or relevant information for the next edition, please do not hesitate to send an 
email to ecosocial.wiso@uni-hamburg.de.  
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Katharina Zimmermann 
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Dear readers,  
 
Welcome to the Sustainable Welfare & Eco-social Policy Network Newsletter. Here we present information on 
new publications, events, projects and calls in the research area of climate and social policy. If you have any 
relevant information (events, jobs, CfP etc.) to be included in the next newsletter, please email to: ecoso-
cial.wiso@uni-hamburg.de.  
 
The network hosts a Zotero database where all listed papers are stored as pdfs. In order to be legally allowed 
to share the pdfs, you can only access it upon invitation. If you are interested, please send an email with the 
subject “Access Zotero” to ecosocial.wiso@uni-hamburg.de and indicate your Zotero-username (create one first 
at www.zotero.org if you do not have one). It is very important that you use the correct subject (“Access 
Zotero”; without “ and with capital A and capital Z) in your email, as we filter Emails automatically. We 
work on the invitations stepwise, so bear with us if you do not receive an invitation immediately. 
 
Best regards,  
Katharina Zimmermann, University of Hamburg 
Katharina Bohnenberger, University of Duisburg-Essen, German Institute for Interdisciplinary Social Policy Re-
search (DIFIS) 
Benedetta Cotta, University of Padova 
Matteo Mandelli, SciencesPo Paris 
Tuuli Hirvilammi, Tampere University 
 

 

 

CONTENT IN SHORT (please scroll down for more information) 
 

EVENTS  
Announcements of the Network  

o Sustainable Welfare and Eco-Social Policy Colloquium (The Radical Right and Regressive Backlashes 
to eco-Social Transformations) and Launch of the Sustainable Welfare and Eco-Social Policy Website 
(online, 27th November 2024, 14:30 – 16:00 CET) 

External Events  
o Next Economy Lab (NELA)/German Institute of Development and Sustainability (IDOS) Conference on 

“Development Beyond Growth – Global and Local Perspectives on Just Transitions” (Bonn, Germany, 
6th-7th November 2024) 

o FIS-Forum & Social Policy Biennale 2024: "Lost in Social Policy? Research for an integrated welfare 
state“ (Berlin, Germany, 6th-8th November 2024) 

o Workshop on „Elites and Climate Change Transformation” by Lund University and University of Gothen-
burg (digital/hybrid, 20th-21st November 2024) 

o Social Transformations BSA Annual Conference 2025 (University of Manchester, England, 23rd-25th April 
2025) 

o ETUI online course (MOOC): Skills for labour and environmental justice (Online, 20th January-9th March 
2025) 

Regional Events 
o  

CALL FOR CONTRIBUTIONS 
o Call for special issue proposal “The European Journal of Social Security” 
o Call for abstracts for the BSA Annual Conference 2025 on Social Transformations  
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JOBS  
o Call for application for a research assistant position at University of Hamburg 
o Call for application for a research position at the European Centre for Social Welfare Policy and Research 

Journal Publications 
o Aleksandrova, M. et al. (2024). Unlocking climate finance for social protection: an analysis of the Green 

Climate Fund. Climate Policy: 24(7). 
o Cotta,B. et al. (2024). The politics of the European Green and Fair Transition: Italian parties’ voting be-

havior in the European Parliament. Italian Political Science: 18(3). 
o De Gioannis, E. et al. (2024). Gender stereotypes and empowerment of women in energy cooperatives: 

A comparative analysis from Italy and Belgium. Energy Research & Social Science 116: 103673. 
o Goods, C. & Ellem, B. (2024). An improbable driver of “just transitions”? Union power in the coal heart-

land of Western Australia‘s energy shift. Energy Research & Social Science 117: 103721. 
o Emilsson, K. et al. (2024). The active, the sympathetic, and the reluctant: political action and eco-social 

attitudes among Swedish residents. European Political Science Review. 
o Gugushvili, D. (2024). Political polarization in the willingness to make sacrifices for the environment: a 

cross-national analysis. Environmental Sociology. 
o Kerker, N. et al. (2024). Fair enough? Unraveling justice perspectives on Germany's energy system 

transformation. Energy Research & Social Science 116: 103691. 
o Koch, M. (2024). Deepening the degrowth planning debate: division of labor, complexity, and the roles 

of markets and digital tools. Sustainability: Science, Practice and Policy: 20(1). 
o Koch, M & Hansen, A. R. (2024). Welfare within planetary limits: deep transformation requires holistic 

approaches. Consumption and Society: 3(3). 
o Koch, M. et al. (2024). Structural barriers to sufficiency: the contribution of research on elites. Buildings 

and Cities: 5(1). 
o Laruffa, F. (2024). Eco-social policies, capitalism and the horizon of emancipatory politics. Critical Social 

Policy. 
o Neier, T. et al. (2024). Navigating labor-market transitions: an eco-social policy toolbox for public em-

ployment services. Sustainability: Science, Practice and Policy: 20(1). 
o Newell, P. et al. (2024). Landscapes of (in)justice: Reflecting on voices, spaces and alliances for just. 

Energy Research & Social Science 116: 103701. 
o Raphael, R. et al. (2024). Postgrowth welfare systems: a view from the Nordic context. Consumption and 

Society: 3(3). 
o Teschner, N. et al. (2024). Energy poverty and ethnic disparities among Jewish and Muslim households 

in Israel: The implications for welfare systems. Energy Research & Social Science 116: 103689. 
o Woods, R. et al. (2024). Energy-efficiency policies reinforce energy injustices: The caring energy prac-

tices of low-income households in Norway. Energy Research & Social Science 116: 103663. 

Research Paper: 
o Eversberg, D. et al. (2024). The new socio-ecological class conflict. Conflicting mentalities and interests 

in the dispute over transformation. Junior Research Group „Mentalities in flux: imaginaries and social 
structure in modern circular bio-based societies (flumen)“. Friedrich-Schiller-University, Institute for So-
ciology, Jena. 

Policy Publications 
o Galgóczi, B. (2024). Industrial policy for quality jobs and a just transition. Plotting a route through the 

fiscal and geopolitical trap. ETUI. 
o Mandelli, M et al. (2024). Sustainable Welfare: Social Protection in Times of Ecological Crisis. Green 

European Journal. 
o Minas, S. (2024). Climate progress in the EU and the world. FEPS. 
o Parent-Thirion, A. et al. (2024). Job quality side of climate change. Working conditions and sustainable 

work. Eurofond. 
o Sunderland, L. (2024). New action on energy poverty: Implementing the new EU provisions. Regulatory 

Assistance Project (RAP). 

Book Chapter 
o Whelan, J. (2024). Chapter 9: Teaching for Ecosocial Work: What Can Ecosocial Policy Offer? In: Forde, 

C., Ranta-Tyrkkö, S., Lievens, P., Rambaree, K., Belchior-Rocha, H. (eds) Teaching and Learning in 
Ecosocial Work. Springer, Cham. 

Books 
o Lang, M. et al. (eds.) (2024). The Geopolitics of Green Colonialism: Global Justice and Ecosocial Tran-

sitions. Pluto Press: London.  

 

Kommentiert [PDKMZ1]: •Den gesamten Special 
Issue bitte mit aufnehmen: https://link.sprin-
ger.com/journal/41358/volumes-and-issues/34-2 

 
 

•Imagining sufficiency through collective changes as 
satisfiers | Buildings & Cities (journal-building-
scities.org) 

 

•Full article: Are pensions “growth-dependent”? (tand-
fonline.com) 
 

•Temporal injustice in Germany's coal compromise: 
Industrial legacy, social exclusion, and political delay 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/arti-
cle/pii/S2214629624002743 
 

 

•Unveiling the effects of energy poverty on mental 
health of children in energy-poor countries 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/arti-
cle/pii/S2214629624003207 

• 
 

Kommentiert [PDKMZ2]: Eco-Welfare and the Energy 
Transition: Themes and Debates for an Emerging Inter-
play | SpringerLink 
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 EVENTS   

Announcements of the Network 

Sustainable Welfare and Eco-Social Policy Colloquium and Launch of the Sustainable Welfare 
and Eco-Social Policy Website (online, 27 November at 14.30-16.00 CET) 
 

The topic of our next colloquium is The Radical Right and Regressive Backlash to Eco-Social Transfor-
mations. The event aims to explore the complex relationship between climate protection and social welfare 
policies in the face of radical right politics. By fostering interdisciplinary dialogue, the colloquium seeks to con-
tribute to a deeper understanding of how regressive movements gain traction and how progressive eco-social 
transformations can be designed to resist backlash and maintain broad societal support. The colloquium will 
take place on 27 November at 14.30-16.00 CET, via Zoom https://tuni.zoom.us/j/4243508254  
 
In the context of the colloquium, we will also officially launch the network’s new website! 

 

 

External Events  
 

 Next Economy Lab (NELA)/German Institute of Development and Sustainability (IDOS) Confer-
ence on “Development Beyond Growth – Global and Local Perspectives on Just Transitions” 
(Bonn, Germany, 6th-7th November 2024) 

 
The NELA/IDOS conference on “Development Beyond Growth – Global and Local Perspectives on Just Transi-
tions” is taking place in Bonn, Germany and online from 6th – 7th November 2024. 
 
The registration for the conference is open, more information can be found here: https://www.nextecono-
mylab.de/de/veranstaltungen/conference-development-beyond-growth-global-and-local-perspectives-on-just-
transitions 

 

   

 FIS-Forum & Social Policy Biennale 2024: "Lost in Social Policy? Research for an integrated 
welfare state“ (Berlin, Germany, 6th-8th November 2024) 
 
The FIS-Forum & Social Policy Biennale 2024 are taking place in Berlin from 6th to 8th November 2024.  
 
Social policy today is characterized by rapid changes in individual fields, pressure on public administration and 
a plethora of social benefits and social infrastructures that are difficult to navigate for those entitled to them. The 
resulting fragmentation of social policy as well as the interdependencies in provision and the problems of coor-
dination between different policy areas are increasingly seen as a challenge for adequate service provision and 
for the overall acceptance of the welfare state. Social policy research has certainly addressed these issues and 
presented work on interdepartmental and cross-level cooperation in policy formulation, user-friendly administra-
tive structures, digitalization, and coordination management – mostly for selected areas of social policy or spe-
cific coordination problems. However, there is still a lack of overarching concepts on how to organize social 
policy in a way that promotes participation and ensures customized and easier access to benefits, services and 
infrastructure for citizens and at the same time, simplifies administrative processes and improves cooperation 
between the many actors involved in social policy. 
 
The program can be found here https://difis.org/en/events/fis-forum-2024/ 
 
You can register here https://eveeno.com/FIS-Forum2024_ENG 

 

   

 Workshop on „Elites and Climate Change Transformation” by Lund University and University 
of Gothenburg (digital/hybrid, 20th-21st November 2024) 
 
The Workshop on Elites and Climate Change Transformation is taking place hybrid (at Lund University in Swe-
den) and digital from the 20th to 21st November 2024.  
 

 

https://tuni.zoom.us/j/4243508254
https://difis.org/en/events/fis-forum-2024/
https://eveeno.com/FIS-Forum2024_ENG


Understanding the economic, social and symbolical roles of the rich in society and social-ecological transfor-
mations is a precondition to finally regulate them. We have started to study this and invited some of the leading 
experts in the field to a workshop on 20 and 21 November in Lund.  
 
You can registrate here: https://sunet.artologik.net/gu/elitesandclimatechangetransformation 

   

 Social Transformations BSA Annual Conference 2025 (University of Manchester, England, 23rd-
25th April 2025) 

 
The BSA Annual Conference on Social Transformations takes place at the University of Manchester in England 
from 23rd to 25th April 2025. “Societies are in more flux than ever. We are witnessing substantial geopolitical 
shifts and undoubtedly moving into a new era. Changes in governments and heads of state, global and local 
conflicts, social protest, populist political expansion, as well as economic, climate, humanitarian and sanitary 
crises are all coalescing in ways that affect communities and societies.” 
 
 
More information can be found here: https://www.britsoc.co.uk/events/key-bsa-events/bsa-annual-conference-
2025-social-transformations/  

 

   

 ETUI online course (MOOC): Skills for labour and environmental justice (Online, 20th January-
9th March 2025) 
 
The ETUI online course “Skills for labour and environmental justice” is taking place online from 20th January until 
March 9th 2025. This Massive Open Online Course (MOOC) will bring together trade unionists, public opinions 
leaders, researchers and practitioners in the fields of labour law, industrial relations, and environmental law to 
discover the synergy between work and nature, the balance of labour and environmental sustainability, the 
intersection between labour law and environmental law, and much more. The participation in the course is free 
and being fluent in English is a must. 
 
Deadline for registration: 16th December 2024 
 
More information can be found here: https://crm.etui.org/form/skills-for-labor-and-environment  

 

 

REGIONAL EVENTS  
 

   

   

   

   

 

CALL FOR CONTRIBUTIONS 
 

 Call for special issue proposal for “The European Journal of Social Security” 
 
The European Journal of Social Security is calling for special issue proposals which will be launched in Decem-
ber 2025 or Spring 2026. The journal focuses on developments in social security and the welfare state more 
broadly, both at the EU and the (sub)national level. It welcomes contributions from a broad range of disciplines, 
including law, social policy, sociology, economics and demography. Proposals that take a multidisciplinary or 
interdisciplinary perspective are especially welcome.  
Submitters should send an extended abstract of maximum 1,000 words, which explains the focus of the special 
issue, its relevance for current social security debates and why it fits within the scope of the European Journal 
of Social Security. Furthermore, a list of contributions should be provided, indicating the title of the papers, the 
authors and a brief abstract which describes the research question, research method and added value of the 
paper, as well as a suggestion of at least two independent and external expert reviewers for each paper. In 
addition, prospective guest editors should include a statement on editorial experience, dissemination strategy, 
and on how it will be ensured that the proposed contributions will be of sufficient quality and will be delivered on 
time. We expect all papers to be reviewed at least once by the guest editors before being submitted to the 
journal. All papers will subsequently go through the regular peer review procedure of EJSS. Special issues 
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usually consist of five to eight articles (about 6,000 – 9,000 words, depending on the number of articles). How-
ever, other formats can be discussed with the Editors in Chief. 
 
Deadlines: 

• 30th of October 2024: deadline submission proposals for a special issue 

• Mid November: Applicants informed about selection 

• May 2025 (issue 4/2025), July 2025 (for issue 1/2026): Guest Editor reviewed articles uploaded on the 
manuscript portal; start of regular peer review process. (Individual articles can still be rejected at this 
stage) 
 

The proposals should be submitted by sending an e-mail to the editors: catherine.jacqueson@jur.ku.dk, 
anja.eleveld@vu.nl  

   

 Call for abstracts for the BSA Annual Conference 2025 on Social Transformations  
 
The BSA Annual Conference 2025 on Social Transformations is calling for abstracts. The conference takes 
place at the University of Manchester in England from 23rd to 25th April 2025. The theme, Social Transformations, 
is deliberately broad whilst also encouraging us to engage with the most pressing challenges of our time - geo-
political shifts, existing and emerging inequalities, economic challenges, and humanitarian and climate crises.  
Your research is vital to these discussions.  
 
Deadlines:  

• Abstract submissions: Friday, 18th October 2024 

• Abstract decisions to go out: No later than Monday, 2nd December 2024 

• Presenter booking deadline: Monday, 27th January 2025 
 
More information can be found here: https://www.britsoc.co.uk/events/key-bsa-events/bsa-annual-conference-
2025-social-transformations/submissions/  

 

 

JOBS 
 

 Call for application for a research assistant position at University of Hamburg 
 
A 4-year vacancy for a research assistant position in a project on the European Green Deal at the professorship 
of economic sociology (Katharina Zimmermann) is currently open (deadline 16.10.). The position is suitable 
either for a PhD student (also with an ongoing project in the thematic field) or a fresh postdoc (given German 
WissZeitVG). The project, which is supposed to start in January 2025, is part of a larger interdisciplinary research 
group and it is an asset to navigate confidently in an interdisciplinary context with economists and political sci-
entists. The tasks will include qualitative work on the implementation of the European Green Deal in three Eu-
ropean countries (it is possible to address own specific interests within the broader context), as well as scientific 
project management. Project work will be mostly in English and is home-office friendly, if necessary (attending 
in-person project meetings and a few team meetings on-site in Hamburg per year is required).  
 
More details can be found here: https://www.uni-hamburg.de/en/stellenange-
bote/ausschreibung.html?jobID=df36193075b4962cb3a733e9ee707802432dea60 

 

   

 Call for application for a research position at the European Centre for Social Welfare Policy and 
Research 
 
The European Centre for Social Welfare Policy and Research in Vienna has a vacancy in its expanding Social 
Protection and Inclusion Research Team for a researcher to work on a broad range of issues in social protection 
and inclusion, and related social policy in an international comparative perspective in the UNECE region. The 
starting date would be in January 2025. 
 
Application Deadline: 28th October 2024 
 
More information can be found here: https://www.euro.centre.org/webitem/5040  

 

 

PUBLICATIONS  
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Journal Publications 
 

 “Unlocking climate finance for social protection: an analysis of the Green Climate Fund” by 
Mariya Aleksandrova et al. 
 
The research article “Unlocking climate finance for social protection: an analysis of the Green Climate Fund” by 

Mariya Aleksandrova et al. has been published in Climate Policy. 
 
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1080/14693062.2024.2338817 
 
Abstract 
Social protection has gained increasing attention in global climate policy due to its potential to contribute to low-
carbon, just and climate-resilient development. Unlocking climate finance for social protection is critical to realize 
this potential. Multilateral climate funds established under the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 
Change (UNFCCC) can play a particularly important role by financing social sectors where private investments 
are not attractive. Yet, there is a distinct policy and research gap in understanding the potential and limitations 
of the UNFCCC financial mechanisms to support social protection in low- and middle-income countries. Taking 
as a case study the Green Climate Fund (GCF), which is the largest multilateral fund under the financial mech-
anism of the UNFCCC, we seek to address this gap. First, the study introduces a framework for analysis of the 
ways climate finance engages with social protection by looking into a comprehensive set of formal social ser-
vices and transfers provided by the state to individuals, households, and on a collective basis. Second, the study 
identifies a continuum of entry points for integrating social protection into the GCF’s project portfolio and offers 
a holistic perspective by capturing climate change mitigation, adaptation and loss and damage. We find that 
social protection can be instrumental in the design and implementation of GCF projects. In addition, our analysis 
reveals that the GCF has the potential to support projects that create enabling conditions for integrating climate 
change considerations into national social protection systems, and that aim at piloting or establishing long-term 
social protection mechanisms with climate change objectives. 

 

   

 “The politics of the European Green and Fair Transition: Italian parties’ voting behavior in the 
European Parliament” by Benedetta Cotta et al.  
 
The research article “The politics of the European Green and Fair Transition: Italian parties’ voting behavior in 
the European Parliament” by Benedetta Cotta et al. has been published in Italian Political Science. 

 
Link: https://italianpoliticalscience.com/index.php/ips/article/view/230/175 

 
Abstract 
The consequences of increasing temperatures and of weather-related environmental disasters have become 
globally evident, including in the European Union (EU), where countries such as Italy have been recognized as 
being particularly vulnerable to climate change. As a response to these threats, the European Commission (EC) 
launched the European Green Deal in 2019 with the ambition of transforming the EU into a ‘fair and prosperous 
society with a modern, resource-efficient and competitive economy’ through a ‘socially just ecological transition’ 
by 2050 (EC 2019: 2). New policy instruments have been discussed and adopted at the European level to attain 
a Green and Fair Transition (GFT), such as the Social Climate Fund (SCF) created to support member states’ 
reduction of carbon emissions in the transport and building sectors. Despite a growing academic interest in the 
SCF in assessing the EC’s proposal and its environmental and social features, knowledge on the politics of the 
SCF remains limited. Building on research analysing the structure of party competition in the European Parlia-
ment (EP), this article investigates inter-party competition and coalition making on the adoption of the SCF. It 
does so by analysing voting behaviour on the SCF (draft and adopted) regulation, as discussed and voted for in 
the plenary sessions of the EP. The empirical focus is placed on Italian political parties, Italy being one of the 
major beneficiaries of the SCF but at the same time having recognised climate-related weaknesses and a lack 
of reform ambition on climate policies. Providing novel data on the politics behind the SCF, the article sheds 
light on the supporting coalitions as well as on the conflicts and synergies between Italian and other European 
political parties on greenand fair transition matters. 

 

   

 “Gender stereotypes and empowerment of women in energy cooperatives: A comparative anal-
ysis from Italy and Belgium” by Elena De Gioannis et al.  
 

 



The research article “Gender stereotypes and empowerment of women in energy cooperatives: A comparative 
analysis from Italy and Belgium” by Elena De Gioannis et al. has been published in Energy Research & Social 
Science. 

 
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.erss.2024.103673  
 
Abstract 

Energy cooperatives are witnessing substantial growth across the European Union. However, despite 
the desire to be inclusive and to foster diversity, the representation of women in energy cooperatives 
is still limited. The study aimed to verify the strength of the endorsement of gender stereotypes within 
energy cooperatives and, in the case of women, the factors stereotypes are associated to. Data were 
collected in two cooperatives, ènostra in Italy and Ecopower in Belgium, for a total of 5690 respondents. 
Apart from being among the most important cooperatives in their respective countries, the two repre-
sent an interesting comparative case because in ènostra women and men are almost equally repre-
sented and the president is a woman, while in Ecopower women are underrepresented and the board 
of directors is male-dominated. For both cooperatives, the results suggested that women had lower 
self-assessment of knowledge about energy than men and that they recognised, more so than men, 
the importance of the presence of women on the board of directors (BoD). Finally, we found that women 
with stronger gender stereotypes about energy exhibited lower self-assessment of knowledge but a 
greater tendency to increase it after joining the cooperative and they attributed slightly more importance 
to the presence of women on the cooperative BoD. 

   

 “An improbable driver of “just transitions”? Union power in the coal heartland of Western Aus-
tralia‘s energy shift” by Caleb Goods and Brandon Ellem 
 
The research article “An improbable driver of “just transitions”? Union power in the coal heartland of Western 
Australia‘s energy shift” by Caleb Goods and Brandon Ellem has been published by Energy Research & Social 
Science. 

 
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.erss.2024.103721  
 
Abstract 
Much scholarship in the nascent field of climate crisis and labour assumes that trade unions can readily become 
agents of “just transition” to post‑carbon energy systems but simply lack a willingness to do so. We investigate 
this problem more deeply by asking: under what precise circumstances might unions drive “just transitions”? 
Drawing upon a case study of one union's effort to build a just transition in the energy generation sector of one 
fossil-fuel reliant region in Australia, we show that union leaders have seen themselves as agents of change, 
capable of driving internal change and deploying power resources for a just transition. This transition from a 
carbon energy system is, however, fragile because the shape of a post-transition region remains unclear and 
sits in the hands of capital and the state. 

 

   

 “The active, the sympathetic, and the reluctant: political action and eco-social attitudes among 
Swedish residents” by Kajsa Emilsson et al. 
 
The research article “The active, the sympathetic, and the reluctant: political action and eco-social attitudes 
among Swedish residents” by Kajsa Emilsson et al. has been published in European Political Science Review. 
 
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1017/S1755773924000213  
 
Abstract 
In this study, we investigate how eco-social attitudes are interlinked with various modes of political action aimed 
at preventing environmental change and promoting social welfare. Using multiple correspondence analysis and 
cluster analysis, we explore the links between attitudes and political action, and associated socio-political char-
acteristics, in the case of Sweden. Our results show a three-node pattern forming a political action triangle: 
individuals expressing joint support for social welfare and environmental concerns are most actively engaged in 
political action, while those supporting environmental concerns are sympathetic to take part in political action 
without actually participating, and those supporting social welfare or expressing low support for either set of 
concerns seem overly reluctant towards all types of political action. This pattern, which is also tied to distinctive 
socio-political characteristics, has wider implications for understanding the agency and the mobilization of sup-
port for tackling the multiple ecological and social crises contemporary societies are facing. 
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 “Political polarization in the willingness to make sacrifices for the environment: a cross-na-
tional analysis” by Dimitri Gugushvili 
 
The research article “Political polarization in the willingness to make sacrifices for the environment: a cross-
national analysis” by Dimitri Gugushvili has been published in Environmental Sociology. 
 
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1080/23251042.2024.2400421  
 
Abstract 
Political polarization in environmental attitudes can impede the large-scale collective action required to mitigate 
climate change. Yet while existing research systematically shows that people with right-wing ideological views 
and political party affiliation express lower support for environmental measures, we know little about how deep 
such polarization is across countries, and whether the degree of political polarization varies at different levels of 
social and institutional trust. To reduce this knowledge gap, I use data from the 2020 International Social Survey 
Program to investigate, in a cross-national perspective, political polarization with regard to the willingness to 
make sacrifices for environmental causes. I find that polarization is the greatest in the USA but is also relatively 
high in some European countries. Overall, polarization is higher in more affluent and environmentally better-
performing countries. Furthermore, political divisions in the willingness to make such sacrifices are wider among 
people who have higher levels of social trust. By contrast, at higher levels of institutional trust, political divisions 
appear to be narrower. 

 

   

 “Fair enough? Unraveling justice perspectives on Germany's energy system transformation” 
by Nina Kerker et al.  
 
The research article “Fair enough? Unraveling justice perspectives on Germany's energy system transformation” 
by Nina Kerker et al. has been published by Energy Research & Social Science. 

 
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.erss.2024.103691  
 
Abstract 
The German energy system transformation, known as Energiewende, has gained significant political attention 
in the national discourse over the past decade. However, the implementation of the Energiewende has raised 
concerns about the justice of the transformation process among broader parts of society. This research article 
examines energy justice perceptions among uninvolved citizens in three rural areas (Ahrweiler, Ferdinandshof, 
Spremberg) experiencing conflicts over energy infrastructure projects. The residents' perceptions and experi-
ences of energy justice are analyzed along the tenets of distributive, procedural, and recognitional justice, uti-
lizing interviews and focus group material conducted between December 2020 and May 2022 in a secondary 
analysis approach. The paper describes justice perceptions among the uninvolved citizens in their daily com-
munication, thereby identifying potential political mobilization and conflict issues. The study uncovers heteroge-
neous and sometimes conflicting perceptions of justice, influenced by local context and historical experiences. 
Key issues include distributional concerns over financial resource allocation and procedural justice debates re-
garding the degree and nature of citizen participation. 

 

   

 “Deepening the degrowth planning debate: division of labor, complexity, and the roles of mar-
kets and digital tools” by Max Koch 
 
The research article “Deepening the degrowth planning debate: division of labor, complexity, and the roles of 
markets and digital tools” by Max Koch has been published in Sustainability: Science, Practice and Policy. 
 
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1080/15487733.2024.2383335 
 
Abstract 
Many definitions of degrowth highlight that the corresponding great and deep transformations are going to be 
“designed,” “planned,” and “democratic.” However, critical issues of democratic planning have only recently be-
gun to be discussed. Considering a range of aspects of the technical and social division of labor, the article first 
revisits some of the main issues of market vis-à-vis planned resource allocation in capitalist and socialist eco-
nomic growth contexts. It then zooms in on goals, characteristics, and likely issues of division of labor and 
resource allocation in planned degrowth circumstances. I argue that degrowth societies could use three 
measures to reduce the complexity of the division of labor that undermined socialist planning attempts. First, 
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degrowth societies could immediately phase out the “excess sector” of production. Second, they could develop, 
under consideration of their institutional national traditions, pragmatic mixes of ex ante planning (assisted by 
digital solutions) of the “essential” economic sector and ex post or market regulation of the “in-between” sector. 
Finally, a parsimonious use of digital tools is likely to be helpful in connecting different scales of governance and 
associated planning activities (local, national, regional, global). To democratically legitimize planning goals and 
processes without overburdening people, pathways may be sought that emphasize value over formal rationality, 
or general planning principles and strategies over concrete targets and tasks. Democratic legitimacy could fur-
ther increase through a complementation of representative democracy through deliberative instruments such as 
citizen forums or assemblies as well as applications of the subsidiarity principle. 

   

 “Welfare within planetary limits: deep transformation requires holistic approaches” by Max 
Koch and Anders Rhiger Hansen 
 
The research article “Welfare within planetary limits: deep transformation requires holistic approaches” by Max 
Koch and Anders Rhiger Hansen has been published in Consumption and Society. 
 
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1332/TIZB1819  
 
Abstract 
In January 2023, Anders Rhiger Hansen visited Lund University to talk to Max Koch about sustainable welfare, 
human needs, social inequality and a little bit about Bourdieu. The message from Max was clear: politicians 
need to drop the idea of green growth and instead define a safe and just operating space to determine what can 
be done within this space. His sociological approach combines Marxian and Bourdieusean traditions, and he 
recommends that the Consumption and Society community investigates consumption in combination with pro-
cesses of production, for example by engaging with critical political economy approaches such as the French 
regulation school or the Frankfurt School. According to Koch, the survival of the planet requires holistic ap-
proaches that would transform society and its exchanges with nature, based on principles of degrowth and on a 
scale that we have not yet seen. 

 

   

 “Structural barriers to sufficiency: the contribution of research on elites” by Max Koch et al.  
 
The research article “Structural barriers to sufficiency: the contribution of research on elites” by Max Koch et al. 
has been published in Buildings and Cities. 
DOI: https://doi.org/10.5334/bc.439 
 
Abstract 
‘Sufficiency’ has become a key term within sustainability science. The satisfaction of basic human needs for all 
and for multiple generations is only possible if coupled to the implementation of ecological ceilings that prevent 
wealthy groups from disproportionate production and consumption patterns and energy use. While much suffi-
ciency research has focused on the poor and how to provide corresponding social floors (i.e. an adequate level 
of sufficiency), this conceptual paper theorises structural barriers to implementing ecological ceilings for produc-
tion and consumption by considering research on elites. The argument is illustrated with examples from urban 
spaces that are increasingly structured to accommodate the preferences of economic elites. A better scholarly 
understanding of the structural barriers to sufficiency dissemination can be facilitated through a systematic ac-
count of the political, social and symbolic strategies deployed by elites to accumulate and legitimise power. 
Conversely, a consideration of sufficiency principles would also be beneficial for research on elites, which has 
so far focused on social inequality and sidelined the ecological crisis. The discussion highlights how research 
on sufficiency and elite consumption may interact to be mutually beneficial. A research agenda is proposed to 
understand economic elites as barriers to the dissemination of sufficiency principles. 

 

   

 "Eco-social policies, capitalism and the horizon of emancipatory politics” by Francesco Laruffa 
 
The research article "Eco-social policies, capitalism and the horizon of emancipatory politics” by Francesco 
Laruffa has been published in Critical Social Policy. 
 
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1177/02610183241262733  
 
Abstract 
Within the space of a few years, eco-social policies evolved from being endorsed by a marginal community of 
heterodox scholars to being established in mainstream circles. While this is a welcome development, it also 
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raises questions among critical social policy scholars. How should an emancipatory eco-social policy look? Ra-
ther than specifying concrete policies, this article contributes to answering this question by discussing the rela-
tionship between eco-social policies and capitalism. The discourse of ‘sustainable welfare’ tends to problematise 
growth rather than capitalism, risking a technocratic co-optation by neoliberal elites. Recent attempts to provide 
empirically applicable ‘non-normative’ definitions of eco-social policies risk weakening the critical potential of 
sustainable welfare ideas, de-politicising global capitalism with its inherent inequalities and unsustainability. I 
argue that critical scholars should embrace a democratic, feminist, and anti-racist/anti-colonial eco-socialism as 
the normative horizon of eco-social policies; discuss challenges related to the realisation of this ideal; and pro-
pose an agenda for critical eco-social policy research. 

   

 “Navigating labor-market transitions: an eco-social policy toolbox for public employment ser-
vices” by Thomas Neier et al.  
 
The research article “Navigating labor-market transitions: an eco-social policy toolbox for public employment 
ser-vices” by Thomas Neier et al. has been published by Sustainability: Science, Practice and Policy. 
 
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1080/15487733.2024.2386799  
 
Abstract 
Current societies are heavily reliant on employment as a cornerstone of prosperity, both in terms of individuals’ 
access to income and social security and to finance welfare states through tax revenues. At the same time, work 
is often linked to environmentally harmful activities and not necessarily oriented toward meeting human needs. 
Against this background, work emerges as a key lever for a social-ecological transformation, and public employ-
ment services (PES) as key actors in labor-market policy – an area that has largely ignored environmental 
objectives until now. This article contributes to the small but growing field of research on eco-social labor-market 
policies by developing a novel set of 15 measures for eco-social labor. These indicators are grouped into six 
key thematic clusters of action for PES: (1) information and consultancy; (2) eco-social retraining and qualifica-
tion; (3) sustainable mobility; (4) working time distribution; (5) livelihood provisioning; and (6) ecological eligibility 
criteria for unemployment benefits. The proposed policy measures are PES-oriented and offer concrete options 
toward transformation. While the policy toolbox has been developed in the context of Austria, it can also be used 
as a framework for other countries. 

 

   

 “Landscapes of (in)justice: Reflecting on voices, spaces and alliances for just” by Peter Newell 
et al.  
 
The research article “Landscapes of (in)justice: Reflecting on voices, spaces and alliances for just” by Peter 
Newell et al. has been published by Energy Research & Social Science. 
 
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.erss.2024.103701  

 
Abstract 

Transitioning to a low carbon global economy will inevitably create winners and losers. Such rapid and 
far-reaching changes in the adoption of low-carbon technologies, lifestyle changes and labour relations 
require meaningful public engagement for policy to be both effective and equitable. But despite a large 
body of work on just transitions, there has been less attention paid to questions of citizen engagement 
in just transitions. In particular, the process of how and by whom social needs, priorities and demands 
are articulated and acted upon. While some research has mapped public participation on climate 
change, and there is a larger body of work on questions of social acceptance, there is a gap in our 
understanding of how citizen engagement with just transitions can be deepened and enhanced by 
drawing on experiences to date from other related and parallel processes. On one level, this neglect is 
unsurprising given the limited nature of processes explicitly designed to promote just transitions, such 
as the Just Energy Transition Partnerships (JET-Ps) or experiences of national level dialogues and 
commissions, despite recent interest in the related use of climate assemblies to enable citizen engage-
ment. But, we argue, there are significant lessons to be drawn for citizen engagement with just transi-
tions from a long and rich experience of previous attempts to amplify voices, create spaces for citizen 
engagement, and build alliances to address justice issues across a range of struggles over resource 
pathways. 

 

   

 “Postgrowth welfare systems: a view from the Nordic context” by Riya Raphael et al.  
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The research article “Postgrowth welfare systems: a view from the Nordic context” by Riya Raphael et al. has 
been published in Consumption and Society. 

 
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1332/27528499Y2024D000000026  
 
Abstract 
As production and supply chains rely on exploitative extraction of nature and labour, consumption levels (re-
source use) remain one of the main indicators of inequality, across and within national contexts. In times of 
ongoing climate crisis and rising levels of inequalities, welfare systems face the dual challenge of transforming 
economies to reduce their reliance on unsustainable industries as well as maintain and expand equitable distri-
bution of public provision. In this keyword essay, we address three overlapping concerns to consider while en-
visioning sustainable welfare within the Nordic context: growth and its paradoxical relation with welfare; inequal-
ities and notions of wellbeing; and possible alternatives to arrange provision systems. 

   

 “Energy poverty and ethnic disparities among Jewish and Muslim households in Israel: The 
implications for welfare systems” by Na’ama Teschner et al. 
 
The research article “Energy poverty and ethnic disparities among Jewish and Muslim households in Israel: The 
implications for welfare systems” by Na’ama Teschner et al. has been published by Energy Research & Social 
Science. 
 
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.erss.2024.103689  
 
Abstract 
Income, education, employment, and housing conditions are key determinants of energy poverty. Recent studies 
have also highlighted the role of ethnicity and race. The current study analyzed data from a survey of 1274 
social-aid recipients in Israel, with the objectives of firstly, delineating disparities in personal and household 
characteristics, along with energy poverty experiences, between the two principal ethnic groups in Israel – Jews 
and Arab-Muslims; and secondly, investigating the relationship between belonging to an ethnic minority and the 
relative severity of energy poverty experiences, while accounting for the aforementioned determinants. The find-
ings reveal striking ethnic disparities related to energy poverty, even when controlling for income and education. 
Compared with Jewish households, Arab-Muslim households were twice as likely to experience severe energy 
poverty, which manifested in higher rates of self-reported electricity disconnections and the need to forgo cool-
ing, heating, and other essentials due to the inability to pay electricity bills. In addition to ethnicity, poor housing 
conditions, unpaid financial commitments, and aid dependency were significantly associated with energy pov-
erty. The discussion highlights the historical, social and structural contexts, which may account for such dispar-
ities. Within Israeli society, Arab-Muslim households confront multifaceted challenges stemming from enduring 
discrimination as well as cultural barriers. Persistent inequalities in planning and housing leads to unsafe elec-
tricity connections and distrust in the state's institutions; ill-adapted banking and finance systems hinder payment 
flexibility and debt resolution; and language and cultural obstacles limit access to social rights and increase aid 
dependency. We conclude that tackling energy poverty demands an integrated understanding of these issues 
and the design of policies that bridge the gap between energy and welfare services. 

 

   

 “Energy-efficiency policies reinforce energy injustices: The caring energy practices of low-in-
come households in Norway” by Ruth Woods et al.  
 
The research article “Energy-efficiency policies reinforce energy injustices: The caring energy practices of low-
income households in Norway” by Ruth Woods et al. has been published by Energy Research & Social Science. 
 
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.erss.2024.103663  
 
Abstract 
The high energy prices in Europe have caused an increase in energy poverty, even in Norway, where electricity 
has traditionally been affordable due to cheap hydropower. In this paper, we analyse the impact of energy-
efficiency policies on low-income households to discover whether they reduce or reinforce existing injustices. 
To address this, our approach combines energy justice with a theory of care. Little attention has been paid to 
care within the context of energy, although it has been widely used to understand how and why we carry out 
everyday practices. The paper is based on a qualitative interview study with low-income households from three 
Norwegian cities. Participants were asked about their concerns and challenges regarding the housing and en-
ergy sectors as well as the potential solutions they imagined. We found that policy that is intended to encourage 
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household investments in energy-efficient solutions is amplifying experiences of social inequality among low-
income households. Moreover, the lack of connections between energy-efficiency policies and social-housing 
policy often results in unaddressed housing injustices. Furthermore, we discovered that caring practices played 
a dual role when addressing energy-related issues. On the one hand, practicing care was crucial in helping low-
income households develop appropriate solutions to their everyday challenges. On the other hand, by resolving 
their immediate concerns through practicing care, they inadvertently concealed energy injustices from wider 
society. Based on this, we argue that caring energy efficiency practices should be made visible and acknowl-
edged in energy policy discourses. We see this as crucial to enable a just energy transition. 

 

Research Paper: 
 

 “The new socio-ecological class conflict. Conflicting mentalities and interests in the dispute over transformation” 
by Dennis Eversberg et al.  
 
The research paper “The new socio-ecological class conflict. Conflicting mentalities and interests in the dispute 
over transformation” by Dennis Eversberg et al. was published by the Junior Research Group „Mentalities in 
flux: imaginaries and social structure in modern circular bio-based societies (flumen)“. Friedrich-Schiller-Univer-
sity, Institute for Sociology, Jena. 
 
Link: https://www.flumen.uni-jena.de/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/Forschungsbericht_eng_final-1.pdf  

 

 

Policy Publications  
 

 “Industrial policy for quality jobs and a just transition. Plotting a route through the fiscal and 
geopolitical trap” by Béla Galgóczi 
 
The policy brief “Industrial policy for quality jobs and a just transition. Plotting a route through the fiscal and 
geopolitical trap” by Béla Galgóczi has been published by ETUI. 
 
Link: https://www.etui.org/publications/industrial-policy-quality-jobs-and-just-transition  
 
Key Messages 

•Achieving the prospective 2040 climate targets proposed by the European Commission demands that 
the pace of decarbonisation be stepped up. This will require the European Green Deal to have dedi-
cated industrial policies and a stronger social dimension. 
•Setting the European economy on a viable pathway towards net zero not only needs industrial policy 
targets but also sufficient financial resources to achieve them. 
•Industrial policy has a key contribution to make to ensuring that the digital and green transitions are 
just transitions, with support for, and the creation of, quality jobs being a paramount consideration. 
•Industrial policy must create a level playing field in terms of environmental and labour standards and 
protect industries in the European Union (EU) from unfair competition. It also needs to mobilise mas-
sive investment to scale up low-carbon technologies and innovation. 
•Tight fiscal rules and the deadlock on an increase in EU resources seems to lead to incremental 
adjustments, resources being scraped together from existing EU funds and an excessive reliance on 
the mobilisation of private investment. 
•This practice will not result in closing the investment gap but could end up in industrial policy being 
driven by the competitiveness agenda and dependent on state aid, flexibilisation and deregulation, all 
of which undermine labour standards and put pressure on wages and working conditions. 

 

   

 “Sustainable Welfare: Social Protection in Times of Ecological Crisis” by Matteo Mandelli et al. 
 
The publication “Sustainable Welfare: Social Protection in Times of Ecological Crisis” by Matteo Mandelli et al. 
has been published by the Green European Journal. 

 
Link: https://www.greeneuropeanjournal.eu/sustainable-welfare-social-protection-in-times-of-ecological-crisis/  

 

   

 “Climate progress in the EU and the world” by Stephen Minas 
 
The publication “Climate progress in the EU and the world” by Stephen Minas has been published by FEPS. 
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Link: https://feps-europe.eu/publication/climate-progress-in-the-eu-and-the-world/  

   

 “Job quality side of climate change. Working conditions and sustainable work” by Agnès Par-
ent-Thirion et al. 
 
The research report “Job quality side of climate change. Working conditions and sustainable work” by Agnès 
Parent-Thirion et al. has been published by Eurofond. 
 
Link: https://www.eurofound.europa.eu/en/publications/2024/job-quality-side-climate-change 
 
Abstract 
Workers will experience the effects of climate change in many ways: job insecurity, changes to their work tasks 
and responsibilities, and changes in their workplaces that may involve different work practices and the develop-
ment of new activities and products. Climate change risks are associated with increased exposure to hazards, 
leading to lower standards of job quality, productivity loss and greater job and work insecurity. Nearly half of 
workers in the EU will experience profound changes in their job tasks as economies adapt to climate change 
and climate mitigation strategies are implemented. In addition, work is likely to change as a result of company 
responses to climate change. These changes in work, while increasing the vulnerability of some workers, offer 
opportunities to improve some dimensions of job quality. This report outlines the complex relationship between 
job quality and climate change, including the implication of green tasks in selected sectors. 

 

   

 “New action on energy poverty: Implementing the new EU provisions” by Louise Sunderland 
 
The publication “New action on energy poverty: Implementing the new EU provisions” by Louise Sunderland 
has been published by the Regulatory Assistance Project (RAP). 
 
Link: https://www.raponline.org/knowledge-center/new-action-on-energy-poverty-implementing-the-new-eu-
provisions/  
 
Abstract 
The EU Green Deal includes, among its climate neutrality initiatives, promises to put “people first,” be “just and 
inclusive” and to “[leave] no one behind”. The package of legislation – the Fit for 55 package – introduced to 
deliver on the deal includes energy poverty mitigation measures, protections and steps to ensure that those 
most effected by energy poverty are not excluded from the forward momentum for clean energy.  
These measures have significant potential to alleviate energy poverty, but their success depends on efficient 
and coherent implementation. This briefing is intended as a navigation tool for those supporting effective national 
implementation. It summarises the new provisions across different EU Directives and offers insights into how 
these new measures may be effectively implemented, utilising existing examples from across Europe. 

 

Book Chapter: 

“Chapter 9: Teaching for Ecosocial Work: What Can Ecosocial Policy Offer?” by Joe Whelan 
 
The book chapter “Chapter 9: Teaching for Ecosocial Work: What Can Ecosocial Policy Offer?” by Joe Whelan 
has been pulished by Catherine Ford et al. in Teaching and Learning in Ecosocial Work.  
 
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-58708-5_13  

 
Abstract 
This chapter explores social work education in the context of climate change. It suggests that a turn toward 
sustainable social policies which align with the mission of social work might be one useful way to begin to think, 
talk and teach about climate justice. In this respect and couched within the overarching framework of a post-
growth aligned capability approach, universal basic services (UBS) and a participation income (PI) are explored. 
Ultimately, it is suggested that focusing on ecosocial policies in the context of social work education can give 
future practitioners something to aspire toward, to engage in activism for and to help shape practice. 

Books: 

“The Geopolitics of Green Colonialism: Global Justice and Ecosocial Transitions” by Miriam 
Lang et al. 
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The book “The Geopolitics of Green Colonialism: Global Justice and Ecosocial Transitions” edited by Miriam 
Lang et al. has been published by Pluto Press. 
 
DOI: https://doi.org/10.2307/jj.12865310  
 
Abstract  
The time for denial is over. Across the Global North, the question of how we should respond to the climate crisis 
has been answered: with a shift to renewables, electric cars, carbon trading and hydrogen. Green New Deals 
across Europe and North America promise to reduce emissions while creating new jobs. 
But beneath the sustainability branding, these climate 'solutions' are leading to new environmental injustices 
and green colonialism. The green growth and clean energy plans of the Global North require the large-scale 
extraction of strategic minerals from the Global South. The geopolitics of transition imply sacrificing not only 
territories, but truly sustainable ways of inhabiting this world. A new subordination in the global energy economy 
prevents societies in the South from developing sovereign strategies to foster a dignified life. 
This book provides a platform for the voices that have been conspicuously absent in debates around energy 
and climate in the Global North. Drawing on case studies from across the Global South, the authors offer incisive 
critiques of green colonialism in its material, political and symbolic dimensions, discuss the multiple entangle-
ments that forcefully connect the transitions of different world regions in a globalised economy, and explore 
alternative pathways toward a liveable and globally just future for all. 
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