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Sustainable Welfare and Eco-Social Policy Network
Dear readers of the Sustainable Welfare List,
here comes the twelfth edition of our Sustainable Welfare & Eco-social Policy Network Newsletter! If you have

any comments on the newsletter or relevant information for the next edition, please do not hesitate to send an
email to ecosocial.wiso@uni-hamburg.de.

Best regards
Katharina Zimmermann

Sustainable Welfare & Eco-social Policy Network Newsletter

Edition 12 — October 2025

Dear readers,

welcome to the Sustainable Welfare & Eco-Social Policy Network Newsletter. Here we present information on
new publications, events, projects and calls in the research area of climate and social policy. If you have any
relevant information (events, jobs, CfP etc.) to be included in the next newsletter, please email to: ecoso-
cial.wiso@uni-hamburg.de.

Visit our Networks Website! https://ecowelfarenetwork.org/

There you can find the updated information on the network’s ongoing and past activities and Zoom links of the
Network’s meetings (including the Early-Careers event) as well as news about upcoming CfP’s of conferences
hosted by the Network.

The network hosts a Zotero Database where all listed papers are stored as pdfs. In order to be legally allowed
to share the pdfs, you can only access it upon invitation. If you are interested, please send an email with the
subject “Access Zotero” to ecosocial.wiso@uni-hamburg.de and indicate your Zotero-username (create one first
at www.zotero.orqg if you do not have one).

Best regards,

Katharina Zimmermann, University of Hamburg
Katharina Bohnenberger, BOKU University Vienna
Benedetta Cotta, University of Padova

Matteo Mandelli, SciencesPo Paris

Tuuli Hirvilammi, Tampere University

Robin Schulze Waltrup, Bielefeld University

EVENTS
Announcements of the Network
o Sustainable Welfare and Eco-Social Policy Colloquium (online, 27" October 2025, 2:00-3:30 pm CET)
o Sustainable Welfare and Eco-Social Policy General Assembly (online, 27" October 2025, 3:30-5:15 p,
CET)
External Events
o EU Horizon project ToBe and SPES Conference on “Placing sustainable and inclusive wellbeing at the
heart of the economy: From Research to Transformative Policy” (Brussels, 14™"-15" January 2026)
o MERGE Science-Policy Dialogue on “Towards a prosperous Europe: Shaping Policies for Sustainable
and Inclusive Wellbeing” (online, 30" October 2025)
o 2026 RC19 International Sociological Association Annual Conference (Birmingham, 2"— 4" September
2026)

CALL FOR CONTRIBUTIONS
o Call for Papers for a Special Issue in Social Science on “Eco-Social Policies and Work in the Poly-Crisis:
Sustainable Welfare in a Conflicting Ecological Transition”
o Call for Papers for a Special Issue on “Work in ecological economics”
o Call for Papers for “Wisdom Days: Science for Sustainability Transformations”
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Call for Papers for the One-Day In-Person Conference on “Social Policy in Europe: Diverse Contexts,
Shared Challenges”

PUBLICATIONS
Journal Publications

O

O

O

O

Aurore, F. et al. (2025). Mapping visions of a just transition: A Q survey of Belgian stakeholders. Eco-
logical Economics 239.

Caretta, M. A. & Vela-Almeida, D. (2025). Just energy transition and gender. A systematic review for
feminist research. Energy Research & Social Science 126: 104138.

Cotta, B. et al. (2025). Varieties of Ecosocial Policies in the EU: The Case of the National Recovery and
Resilience Plans. Regulation & Governance.

Dukelow, F. (2025). Ireland's Wellbeing Framework: going beyond growth?. Administration.

Duncan, S. et al. (2025). “I can't compromise the quality of my life I'm sorry”: Privileged individuals in the
United Kingdom show little willingness to change high-carbon lifestyles. Energy Research & Social Sci-
ence 126: 104114.

Epp, J. et al. (2025). Scaling the impact of the energy transition through inclusivity and diversity across
living labs. Sustainability: Science, Practice and Policy 21: 1.

Galanis, G. et al. (2025). Defining just transition. Ecological Economics: 108370.

Gugushvili, D. & Meulemann B. (2025). Eco-social divides in public policy preferences in Great Britain.
British Journal of Sociology.

Hammond, M. (2025). State and culture in sustainability transformations: structural power, democracy,
and the promise of a Marcusian cultural politics of critical meaning-making. Sustainability: Science, Prac-
tice and Policy 21: 1.

Hayvon, J. C. (2025). Disability in sustainability theories, models, and frameworks: a scoping review
guided by the international classification of functioning and the sustainable development goals. Sustain-
ability: Science, Practice and Policy 21: 1.

Helseth, E. V. et al. (2025). Beyond green growth: Mapping sustainability pathways for rural transfor-
mations in Norway. Environmental Science & Policy 170: 104110.

Jessen, M. J. et al. (2025). Social vulnerability in regional climate adaptation planning in Europe — Con-
ceptions, operationalisations and shared challenges. Environmental Science & Policy 171: 104161.
Laruffa, F. (2025). Beyond the “Always-Embedded Economy”: Rethinking the Foundations of Socioeco-
nomics. Politics & Society 53: 3.

Laruffa, F. (2025). The politics of social-ecological justice and the paradox of economization. Competition
& Change.

Lindh, A. & Nelson, K. (2025). Decarbonization Politics for All: Means-Tested Social Assistance, Eco-
Social Values, and Public Support for Increased Fossil Fuel Taxes in Europe. Regulation & Governance.
Lovén, V. & Whelan, J. (2025). Reinforcing unsustainable welfare in Europe? Growth-centrism, Euro-
centrism and anthropocentrism in the 2024 EU Europarty election manifestos. Journal of European So-
cial Policy 19: 1.

Nelson, V. (2025). From control to care: Trans-hegemonic approaches to just-sustainability transfor-
mations. Environmental Science & Policy 171: 104155.

Noordzij, K. et al. (2025). “For normal people, it just doesn’t work”: uncovering popular lenses on envi-
ronmental sustainability in The Netherlands. Sustainability: Science, Practice and Policy 21: 1.
Paulsson, A. et al. (2025). Autonomy within limits: Post-growth and social imaginaries of work, education
and democracy. Environmental Values.

Petmesidou, M. & Branco, R. (2025). A Tall Order. South European welfare states’ readiness for climate-
adjusted social policy. Journal of European Social Policy.

Radovanovi¢, M. et al. (2025). When energy resources, transit routes, critical minerals and the interests
of great powers meet in the Western Balkans: do citizens have a voice? Energy Research & Social
Science 126: 104153.

Saikkonen, P. & Choroszewicz, M. (2025). Fostering Socially and Ecologically Sustainable Digitalisation
of Welfare States. Social Inclusion 13.

Simdes, F et al. (2025). Editorial: The Implementation of the European Pillar of Social Rights in the Era
of Polycrisis. Social Inclusion 13.

Steig, F. et al. (2025). Sustainability powered by digitalization? (Re-)politicizing the debate. Sustainabil-
ity: Science, Practice and Policy 21: 1.

Valadas, C. (2025). The Long Road for Vulnerable Jobseekers Transitioning to Green and Socially Sus-
tainable Employment. Social Inclusion 13.

Working Paper

O

Cantillon, B. (2025). An Eco-Social Union in the Making: European Myth, Rhetorical Promise, or Irre-
versible Reality?. University of Antwerp.

o Carré, L. & Tomassetti, P. (2025). Towards a directive on just transition within the European Union? : a

draft proposal exercise. European University Institute.

Policy Publications



o Crespy, A. & Ramalho, T. M. (2025). Strengthening and Mainstreaming Just Transition Goals in the EU
Budget. Foundation for European Progressive Studies.

o European Alliance for a Just Transition (2025). Will the Clean Industrial Deal work for us all? European
Alliance for a Just Transition.

o European Environment Agency (2025). Social fairness in preparing for climate change: how just resili-

ence can benefit communities across Europe. EEA.

Fanning, A. L. & Raworth, K. (2025). Doughnut of social and planetary boundaries monitors a world out

of balance. Nature 646.

JUSTEM (2025). Justice in Transition. Empowering citizens for a fair green economy. JUSTEM.

Kelleher, O. (2025). Mapping Just Transition Legal Obligations on the Island of Ireland. EJNI.

Mandelli, M. (2025). Political Steps toward Eco-Social Transformations. GEF.

Pedaja, M. et al. (2025). Climbing together. Is the Social Climate Fund working for those who need it

most? CEE Bankwatch Network.

Sabato, S. & Grossi, T. (2025). Implementing the European Pillar of Social Rights through eco-social

policies: Understanding available governance options. Ose.

o Picard, S. (2025). Proposal for a European Just Transitions Directive. Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung.

o Reéseau Action Climat (2025). Strengthening the European Just Transition Fund: lessons learned from
implementation in France. Réseau Action Climat.

o Rreuse (2025). Unlocking Potential: Social and Circular Economy in the 2025 European Semester.
Rreuse.

o Sandor, A.-M. et al. (2025). Perceptions of fairness and climate action in the EU. Directorate-General for
Employment, Social Affairs and Inclusion (European Commission).

o Soder, M. et al. (2025). The Clean Industrial Deal: A joint roadmap for competitiveness and decarboni-
zation. The Austrian Federal Chamber of Labour (AK).

o Stepien, M. & Stefanova, A. (2025). Shaping a European budget fit for climate action and just transition.
FEPS.

o Velten, E. K. et al. (2025). State of EU progess to climate neutrality. European Climate Neutrality Obser-
vatory.
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o

o Domorenok, E. et al. (eds.) (2025). The Eco-Social Polity? Theoretical, conceptual and empirical issues.
Bristol University Press.

o Nelson, A. (ed.) (2025). Routledge Handbook of Degrowth. Routledge.

o Vaalavuo, M. et al. (eds.) (2025). Social Sustainability in Ageing Welfare States. Edward Elgar.

Sustainable Welfare and Eco-Social Policy Colloquium (online, 27th October 2025, 2:00-3:30
pm CET)

The 14th Colloquium organised by the Sustainable Welfare & Eco-Social Policy Network is entitled "Extreme
weather events, climate adaptation and eco-social policies" and it will take place on 27th October 2025,
from 2:00 PM to 3:30 PM CET via Zoom: https://tuni.zoom.us/j/4243508254. This colloquium offers an op-
portunity to reflect on how eco-social policies can respond to environmental hazards and disasters and contrib-
ute to climate adaptation. It will bring together both theoretical and empirical perspectives on eco-social policies
in this field from different regions of the World.

Participants will have the chance to engage with experts who will share insights from their ongoing research,
opening the floor for collective discussion and exchange. These experts include:

Anne-Laure Beaussier (Sciences Po, Paris)

C. Taylor Brown (University of California, Berkeley)
Hare Krisna Kundo (Jahangirnagar University, Dhaka)
[Fourth speaker to be confirmed soon]

Sustainable Welfare and Eco-Social Policy General Assembly (online, 27th October 2025, 3:30-
5:15 pm CET)

You are warmly welcome to join the 3rd annual General Assembly of the Sustainable Welfare & Eco-Social
Policy Network. This will take place right after the next colloquium, on 27th October 2025 from 3:30 PM to
5:15 PM CET via Zoom: https://tuni.zoom.us/j/4243508254. The General Assembly is open to all those
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interested in engaging with the network’s activities. New participants are warmly welcomed too. It will serve as
an occasion to take stock of the past year’s achievements, review the activities carried out, discuss board mem-
bership and its underlying rules, and explore future directions. While the discussion will be facilitated by the
current board members, the aim is to create a safe and inclusive space for dialogue, where everyone is encour-
aged to contribute.

EU Horizon project ToBe and SPES Conference on “Placing sustainable and inclusive wellbe-
ing at the heart of the economy: From Research to Transformative Policy” (Brussels, 14t"-15"
January 2026)

The ToBe and SPED Conference on “Placing sustainable and inclusive wellbeing at the heart of the economy:
From Research to Transformative Policy” is taking place in Brussels from 14" — 15" January 2026.

Two EU Horizon project, ToBe and SPES, invite you to join us in Brussels for the final conference of our projects.
This high-level policy conference will bring together leading voices from research, policymaking and practice to
present project research findings and discuss concrete solutions for a transformative agenda centred on sus-
tainable and inclusive wellbeing that complements the EU’s strategic priorities for 2024—2029 and beyond.
Registration will open in the upcoming weeks and will be announced on the LinkedIn pages of the projects.
More information about ToBe: https://toberesearch.eu/

More information about SPES: https://www.sustainabilityperformances.eu/

MERGE Science-Policy Dialogue on “Towards a prosperous Europe: Shaping Policies for Sus-
tainable and Inclusive Wellbeing” (online, 30" October 2025)

Merge invites you to an open science—policy dialogue, where recent research and policy pathways to an econ-
omy that supports sustainable and inclusive wellbeing for all will be discussed. The discussion with policymak-
ers, researchers, and civil society will look both at current key insights and the steps ahead: How to find con-
vergence across policy measures and identify political drivers for the transition towards sustainable and inclusive
wellbeing?

With the Competitiveness Compass and the upcoming Multiannual Financial Framework, the EU has a concrete
window to align its governance tools with the goals of sustainable and inclusive wellbeing. The MERGE science-
policy dialogue brings together policymakers, researchers, and civil society to reflect on recent MERGE research
on policy instruments, share insights from policy deep dives and related initiatives, and hear perspectives from
EU institutions. This event continues MERGE work towards an integrated system of metrics, models and poli-
cies, moving from evidence to action.

When: Thursday 30 October 2025, 3:00-4:30 PM CET

Where: Online, open for all

Register here.
More information can be found here.

2026 RC19 International Sociological Association Annual Conference (Birmingham, 2nd — 4th
September 2026)

The RC19 International Sociological Association Annual Conference is taking place in Birmingham from 2nd —
4th September 2026. This conference will showcase the global and international dimensions of social policy and
how these continue to shape and be shaped by social welfare challenges as well as policy and practice innova-
tions at the domestic level. By recognising the fundamental role of international policy actors in national agenda-
setting and policy transfer, as well as the global impact of domestic economic and foreign aid decisions, Global
Social Policy interrogates the politics of global partnerships and equitable access to resources in a world con-
nected by common concerns for “equity, security and solidarity”.

More information can be found here.

Call for Papers for a Special Issue in Social Science on “Eco-Social Policies and Work in the
Poly-Crisis: Sustainable Welfare in a Conflicting Ecological Transition”
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The Journal Social Science is calling for papers for a special issue on Sustainable Welfare with the topic “Eco-
Social Policies and Work in the Poly-Crisis: Sustainable Welfare in a Conflicting Eco-logical Transition”. Aim of
the special issue is to expand and embed the sustainable welfare research and debate in the complex dynamics
of the current poly-crisis, looking for interdisciplinary contributions with historical and/or comparative (cross-
country or cross-sector) approaches, as well as local and trans-local case studies.

Submission Deadline: 315t December 2025

More information can be found here

Call for Papers for a Special Issue in Ecological Economics on “Work in ecological economics”

Ecological Economics is calling for Papers for a Special Issue on “Work in ecological economics”. Employment,
and more generally the organisation of work, has a central role in shaping economic activity, environmental
pressures, and individual and collective well-being. This raises complex questions about time use, justice, and
sustainability. In this context this Special Issue seeks to broaden the scope of Ecological Economics by ad-
dressing how employment structures, work and care practices, and time allocation influence — and are influ-
enced by — efforts to reduce environmental pressures, enhance quality of life and shape societal struggles with
respect to, e.g., class, gender, race and colonialism. Submissions may include inter- and transdisciplinary per-
spectives, a pluriverse of theories and a broad range of methodological approaches.

Submission Deadline: 31% January 2026

More information can be found here.

Call for Papers for “Wisdom Days: Science for Sustainability Transformations”

The Wisdom Days taking place at the University of Jyvaskyla from 6™ -8" May 2026 is calling for contribution
on “Science for Sustainability Transformations”. A multidisciplinary conference will foster scientific discussions
on topics related to sustainability transformations and planetary well-being. The program includes international
keynote speakers, talks, workshops, a poster session, and many opportunities for discussion. Facilitating new
connections and co-creating knowledge in a respectful environment are at the heart of the event.

The main theme is Sustainability transformations, with the following sub-themes:
Transformations (Understanding and advancing sustainability transitions)
Production/consumption systems and the economy

Diversity in world and worldviews (Biodiversity and multispecies relations)
Sustainable and planetary well-being

Action, arts, and agency (Co-creating sustainability)

Nature Positive Universities

O O O O O O

Submission Deadline: 14™ November 2025

More information can be found here.

Call for Papers for a One-Day In-Person Conference on “Social Policy in Europe: Diverse Con-
texts, Shared Challenges”

The One-Day In-Person Conference on “Social Policy in Europe: Diverse Contexts, Shared Challenges” by the
Political Studies Association (PSA) Social Policy and Politics Specialist Group is taking place on 13" January
2026 at the University of Oxford. The event will bring together early-career and established scholars to engage
in critical debates on the future of social policy across Europe. With panels spanning Britain, Central and Eastern
Europe, and the EU’s wider neighbourhood, the conference aims to foster comparative insights, highlight com-
mon challenges, and open new conversations across diverse national and regional contexts.

Submission Guidelines:
e Send an abstract of up to 250 words, along with a short biographical note (max. 100 words).
e Deadline for submissions: Friday 7th November 2025
¢ Notifications of acceptance will be sent by Friday 14th November 2025
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Submit your abstract and bio to silvia.naydenova@warwick.ac.uk with the subject line “Oxford Social Policy
Conference 2026 — Paper Proposal”

“Mapping visions of a just transition: A Q survey of Belgian stakeholders” by Fransolet Aurore
et al.

The analysis “Mapping visions of a just transition: A Q survey of Belgian stakeholders” by Fransolet Aurore et
al. has been published by Ecological Economics.

DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ecolecon.2025.108775

Abstract

The appropriation of the increasingly popular concept of ‘just transition’ by a wide range of actors has contributed
to the emergence of plural and often competing conceptions. This research provides an original empirical con-
tribution by systematically mapping visions of just transition among stakeholders in Belgium, one of the EU's top
consumption-based CO, emitters, marked by institutional fragmentation and persistent political conflict. More
specifically, it aims to identify contrasting visions of a just transition, the stakeholders who support them, and
the areas of consensus and dissensus. Based on a Q survey with 29 stakeholders, we distinguish three ideal-
typical visions of a just transition: the Holistic, the Workers-Centred, and the Social-Ecological State visions.
These are complemented by a fourth, the Pragmatic Business-Centred vision, derived from the analysis of sec-
ondary sources. Cross-analysis of the four visions through the lens of the energy justice framework reveals
contrasting perspectives on distributional, procedural, and recognitional justice. In doing so, the research offers
a novel analytical approach to unpack the normative foundations of just transition debates and addresses a
major gap in the literature, which still lacks empirically grounded and systematic accounts of how different actors
conceive just transition — particularly in contexts beyond coal-dependent regions. In addition to its analytical
value, this research also has practical implications: by identifying both cleavages and common ground, it can
foster mutual understanding, facilitate dialogue, enable coalition-building across differences, and ultimately pro-
mote forms of political consensus capable of underpinning politically robust and democratically grounded just
transition policies.

“Just energy transition and gender. A systematic review for feminist research” by Martina An-
gela Caretta and Diana Vela-Almeida

The review article “Just energy transition and gender. A systematic review for feminist research” by Martina
Angela Caretta and Diana Vela-Almeida has been published by Energy Research & Social Science.

DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.erss.2025.104138

Abstract

Through a systematic review this study critically examines existing peer-reviewed evidence on the often-over-
looked gender dimensions of the just energy transition. We found 52 peer-review journal papers focusing on
three main themes: (1) how energy production can worsen pre-existing gender-based vulnerabilities, (2) how
energy consumption can reproduce gender-based energy poverty and (3) how feminist theorists approached
the study of the just energy transition. We find that gender-based scholarship focuses on gender-equality and
job access without referencing to the systems of domination in which the energy transition is currently embed-
ded. We also note that the literature is siloed and does not dwell into the role that social reproduction has in
sustaining such transition. We highlight future avenues of feminist research by making a call for a momentous
focus on labor and social reproduction as two fundamental precursors of a just energy transition.

“Varieties of Ecosocial Policies in the EU: The Case of the National Recovery and Resilience
Plans” by Benedetta Cotta et al.

The research article “Varieties of Ecosocial Policies in the EU: The Case of the National Recovery and Resili-
ence Plans” by Benedetta Cotta et al. has been published in Regulation & Governance.
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DOI: https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/pdf/10.1111/rego.70057

Abstract

The ecosocial policy integration, required to address the intertwined social and ecological challenges of climate
change, has been central to the European Union's Recovery and Resilience Facility (RRF), which was launched
to tackle the social and economic impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic while simultaneously supporting the green
and digital transitions outlined in the European Green Deal. Drawing on the growing eco-welfare debate, our
contribution first examines how the 27 national plans implementing the RRF integrate social and environmental
measures. It then explores the drivers behind different patterns of ecosocial policy integration in three countries
which show different levels of ecosocial policy integration: Italy (high), Poland (medium), and Germany (low).
Our findings show that institutional factors have been key in shaping national ecosocial policy mixes, driven

in the Italian case by a strong governmental will to comply with the EU ecosocial guidelines, whereas in Poland
and especially in Germany the absence of ecosocial policy legacies and the limited involvement of pro-ecosocial
societal actors have limited the effective integration of social and ecological measures.

“Ireland’'s Wellbeing Framework: going beyond growth?” by Fiona Dukelow

The research article “Ireland’'s Wellbeing Framework: going beyond growth?” by Fiona Dukelow has been pub-
lished by Administration.

DOI: https://doi.org/10.2478/admin-2025-0012

Abstract

This article situates and critiques Ireland’s Well-being Framework (WBF) within the discourse and developments
on the well-being economy as a means of transitioning to sustainable welfare and a post-growth society. This
refers to the reform of welfare states and introduction of eco-social policies based on achieving well-being by
meeting basic human needs for all within planetary boundaries. The article engages with the question of whether
the well-being economy is an effective paradigm to mainstream post-growth policies. By applying this question
to the case of Ireland, the article considers the transformative potential of the Irish WBF adopted in 2021. By
examining its evolution, it looks at the degree to which the adoption of a well-being narrative and policy frame-
work demonstrates an opening, in the Irish context, to address the challenges of going beyond the growth de-
pendence of the welfare state and the increasing urgency of the contradictions of green growth. It concludes
that Ireland’s WBF does not, in its current form, disturb the dominant policy priority of economic growth and any
transformative potential it might have is curbed by its overly ambiguous nature.

“”| can't compromise the quality of my life I'm sorry”: Privileged individuals in the United King-
dom show little willingness to change high-carbon lifestyles” by Sophie Duncan et al.

The research article “’I can't compromise the quality of my life I'm sorry”: Privileged individuals in the United
Kingdom show little willingness to change high-carbon lifestyles” by Sophie Duncan et al. has been published
in Energy Research & Social Science.

DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.erss.2025.104114

Abstract

Changing high-carbon lifestyles of individuals with high socioeconomic status (SES) is an important step toward
reducing greenhouse gas emissions and ensuring social justice within climate change mitigation. However,
shifting high-carbon lifestyles may present a challenge, especially when many high-carbon behaviours (such as
frequent flying and car ownership) are used to signal status within individuals' social networks. Here, we report
the findings of a pre-registered online mixed-methods study in the UK (N = 511) that examined the associations
of descriptive norms about high-carbon behaviours with policy support and with the likelihood to voluntarily
reduce these behaviours for climate change mitigation. Contrary to our hypotheses, we found no meaningful
association of descriptive norms with increased policy support, nor with decreased likelihood of voluntarily shift-
ing behaviour. Participants showed moderate reluctance toward changing high-carbon behaviours through vol-
untary or policy action but showed a slight preference for voluntary action that ran contrary to our initial predic-
tions. This was mirrored within thematic analysis of our open-ended questions that revealed two main themes:
(1) The desire for personal choice, which includes the option of not changing one's behaviour, and (2) High-car-
bon lifestyles increase happiness. Overall, our findings suggest that individuals with high SES are unlikely to
reduce lifestyle-related emissions, or support policy to this effect, when it requires them to make direct changes
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to high-carbon behaviours. To change high-carbon lifestyles of individuals with high SES, citizens should be
supported in envisioning and creating pathways for sufficiency-focused lower-carbon lifestyles that can be de-
sirable and fulfilling.

“Scaling the impact of the energy transition through inclusivity and diversity across living labs”
by Julia Epp et al.

The research article “Scaling the impact of the energy transition through inclusivity and diversity across living
labs” by Julia Epp et al. has been published in Sustainability: Science, Practice and Policy.

DOI: https://doi.org/10.1080/15487733.2025.2527474

Abstract

The energy transition has not benefited all segments of society equally, raising critical questions about the
design of just energy policies and projects. This inequity highlights the need for inclusive approaches, especially
within living labs piloting sustainable energy solutions. A key challenge for living labs is achieving broad societal
impact, which is fundamentally tied to inclusivity. Living lab research must prioritize diversifying participants and
stakeholders to effectively scale solutions across diverse communities. Individual characteristics, such as gen-
der, ethnic identity, level of education, wealth, and income, strongly influence the ability to participate in energy
projects. As spaces for co-production and transformation, living labs should fully embrace diversity as a key
principle, fostering deliberative exchange connecting actors from different backgrounds. The European Green
Deal prioritizes a “just transition,” signaling the political demand to develop transdisciplinary research projects
that address issues such as energy poverty, the gender pay gap, and social segregation. To investigate this
disparity, we designed and implemented four citizen action labs in Germany, Norway, Switzerland, and Turkiye,
experimenting with different notions of inclusivity and diversity. Based on our findings, we explore the concept
of inclusivity at the sociopolitical context (scaling up), stakeholder, and population locality (scaling deep and
scaling out). In particular, we focus on the role of recruitment as a bottleneck for diverse public engagement.
Leveraging the knowledge gained from the research process, this article provides evidence for setting up living
labs in the energy transition, targeting distinctive social groups to create a meaningful impact across society.

“Defining just transition” by Giorgos Galanis et al.

The research article “Defining just transition” by Giorgos Galanis et al. has been published in Ecological Eco-
nomics.

DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ecolecon.2024.108370

Abstract

Climate change has sparked a vivid discussion on its socio-economic risks, capturing the attention of academic
circles and policymakers. While it is widely argued that a low-carbon transition should be socially just, the precise
criteria that policies must adhere to, in order to be universally accepted as ‘just’, remain insufficiently defined.
To fill this gap, we draw on relevant theories of distributive justice where equal responsibility should lead to
equal outcomes. According to our definition, just transition policies should minimise relative costs for the most
vulnerable groups. Furthermore, uneven responsibility for causing damages should be also taken into account
by discounting the importance of relative costs of groups with high responsibility.

“Eco-social divides in public policy preferences in Great Britain” by Dimitri Gugushvili & Bart
Meulemann

The research article “Eco-social divides in public policy preferences in Great Britain” by Dimitri Gugushvili & Bart
Meulemann has been published in the British Journal of Sociology.

DOI: https://doi.org/10.1111/1468-4446.13172

Abstract

Environmental and social policy measures can both complement and contradict each other. Recent environ-
mental sociology literature suggests that this dual relationship can give rise to eco-social divides in European
societies, as some people either endorse or reject both types of measures, while some support one set of
policies but not the other. In the current paper, we use data from the British Social Attitudes survey to investigate
eco-social divides in Great Britain. The results confirm the presence of four sizeable attitudinal groups with
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distinct combinations of welfare and environmental preferences. The sizes of the groups have nevertheless
changed considerably over time, with people who are simultaneously in favour of welfare and environmental
measures becoming more numerous, and the opponents of both measures becoming fewer. Cultural conserv-
atism/progressiveness, age and political party allegiance are key predictors of eco-social attitudinal group mem-
bership.

“State and culture in sustainability transformations: structural power, democracy, and the
promise of a Marcusian cultural politics of critical meaning-making” by Marit Hammond

The research article “State and culture in sustainability transformations: structural power, democracy, and the
promise of a Marcusian cultural politics of critical meaning-making” by Marit Hammond has been published in
Sustainability: Science, Practice and Policy.

DOI: https://doi.org/10.1080/15487733.2025.2450850

Abstract

The concept of sustainability transformation highlights the need not merely for new environmental policies but
for transformational change of societal systems in response to the ecological crisis, including a profound shift in
values, ideas, and cultural meanings. Yet, according to historical-institutionalist state theory, the imperatives of
the liberal-capitalist democratic welfare state give rise to a “glass ceiling” of transformation that limits prospects
for such systemic change beyond quality-of-life improvements that remain consistent with liberal capitalism.
Exploring the potential of cultural meaning-making to break this glass ceiling, | draw on various strands of critical
theory to identify the operation of ideological power at the level of both the state and the cultural realm as what
creates the glass ceiling of transformation. This makes the cultural realm at once a possible emancipatory force
and a site of domination of its own. | suggest that the critical thought of Herbert Marcuse offers an account of a
critical-democratic culture that promises to arise precisely out of this ambiguity and that must be understood as
a crucial foundation for sustainability transformation.

“Disability in sustainability theories, models, and frameworks: a scoping review guided by the
international classification of functioning and the sustainable development goals” by John C.
Hayvon

The research article “Disability in sustainability theories, models, and frameworks: a scoping review guided by
the international classification of functioning and the sustainable development goals” by John C. Hayvon has
been published in Sustainability: Science, Practice and Policy.

DOI: https://doi.org/10.1080/15487733.2025.2497141

Abstract

This review builds upon existing policy and research synergies between the World Health Organization’s (WHO)
International Classification of Functioning (ICF), the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), and the Social
Determinants of Health (SDH) Framework to identify contributions of a disability perspective to sustainability.
Focusing on synthesized information from academic theories, models, and frameworks (TMFs) in peer-reviewed
research, journal articles published in English and indexed in the Web of Science, Scopus, and PubMed were
screened for relevance. Data charting resulted in three categories of TMF-style evidence: 1) Sustainability
TMFs, 2) Interdisciplinary TMFs, and 3) Disability TMFs and other informing perspectives. A narrative summary
of sustainability TMFs illustrated synergistic convergence with the Convention on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities (CRPD); as such, solutions that support the CRPD may have the potential to co-support sustainable
development and vice versa. Two other categories of evidence led to a lens of TMF complexity as well as
multiple connections between environmental (ecological) sustainability and disability. As guided by the SDGs,
the outline of evidence resulted in two frameworks. First, a framework facilitates the mapping of key synergies
such as transportation and built environment to minimize travel distance and reduce land use, climate emissions,
air pollution, and travel cost, time, and risk — which in turn influence access to food, school, employment,
healthcare, and community participation under the SDGs. Second, a framework is collated to consider ten guid-
ing principles, under which the complexity of sustainability-disability TMFs can be streamlined to inform future
policy and practice.

“Beyond green growth: Mapping sustainability pathways for rural transformations in Norway”
by Elisabeth Veivag Helseth et al.
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The research article “Beyond green growth: Mapping sustainability pathways for rural transformations in Nor-
way” by Elisabeth Veivag Helseth et al. has been published in Environmental Science & Policy.

DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.envsci.2025.104110

Abstract

Competing sustainability pathways reflect different values and preferred solutions in response to the climate
and environmental crisis. The recent Values Assessment by the Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on
Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES) states that mobilizing a diversity of sustainability-aligned values
(such as care and reciprocity) are key to sustainability transformations. This paper examines the role of values
and livelihood options as leverage points for rural sustainability transformations. Drawing on IPBES’s analytical
framework, we assess support to four different sustainability pathways in rural Norway: i) green growth, ii)
degrowth, iii) earth stewardship, and iv) nature protection. Data was collected from an analysis of fifteen policy
documents (N =15) and a survey (N = 3591) distributed among local population in 12 Norwegian rural munici-
palities. Three main results are highlighted. First, green growth and associated values firmly dominate sustain-
ability thinking in Norwegian policy agendas for rural development, followed by nature protection, and earth
stewardship, while degrowth ideas are only marginally represented. Second, while 17.5 % of survey respond-
ents describe profit or economic growth as key for sustainable development, one fourth (26.1 %) emphasize
nature protection, sufficiency, or local production. Finally, green growth supporters emphasize instrumental val-
ues through tourism and industry, while degrowth supporters emphasize intrinsic and relational values through
localized small-scale farming and resource use. Our results indicate that if Norwegian rural policy is to align with
IPBES’ recommendation to balance diverse values for sustainability transformations, rural policies should ex-
tend their attention beyond green growth, drawing on alternative sustainability pathways to incorporate a wider
diversity of values.

“Social vulnerability in regional climate adaptation planning in Europe — Conceptions, opera-
tionalisations and shared challenges” by Mette Juhl Jessen et al.

The research article “Social vulnerability in regional climate adaptation planning in Europe — Conceptions, op-
erationalisations and shared challenges” by Mette Juhl Jessen et al. has been published in Environmental Sci-
ence & Policy.

DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.envsci.2025.104161

Abstract

Attention to social vulnerability in relation to climate change has grown, but its incorporation into adaptation
planning practice remains underexplored. This study examines how social vulnerability is conceptualised and
operationalised in regional climate adaptation planning across 12 European regions, and analyses interregional
challenges to inform a socially just transition. Empirically, the study gathers data from stakeholders across 12
European regions, within partner institutions involved in the EU Horizon project Regions4Climate. The study
follows a three-phase approach: (1) a written survey (2) 12 semi-structured focus group interviews with stake-
holders (planners, government officials, researchers and consultants), and (3) a thematic analysis. This study
articulates the perspectives of planners, government officials, researchers and consultants from within planning
processes, to bridge the gap between index-oriented theoretical contributions and the planning practices. Find-
ings show that while social vulnerability is gaining attention, it remains a novel and ambiguous concept in the
climate adaptation planning process, with varying definitions, foci and indicators employed. There are tenden-
cies to disassociate climate adaptation planning and social vulnerability concerns and limited formalised ap-
proaches to identification and involvement of socially vulnerable groups. Shared challenges related to involve-
ment in regional climate adaptation processes generally, and of socially vulnerable groups specifically, are found
across the regions. Key questions to advance social vulnerability considerations in regional climate adaptation
planning are formulated. These address: Contextual understandings; explicit articulation of social vulnerability
concerns; representation in plans and planning processes; structures and resources; cross-sectoral collabora-
tion; and mediation of involvement in abstract, long-term and large-scale regional climate adaptation.

“Beyond the “Always-Embedded Economy”: Rethinking the Foundations of Socioeconomics”
by Francesco Laruffa

The research article “Beyond the “Always-Embedded Economy”: Rethinking the Foundations of Socioeconom-
ics” by Francesco Laruffa has been published in Politicy & Society.


https://doi.org/10.1016/j.envsci.2025.104110
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.envsci.2025.104161

DOI: https://doi.org/10.1177/00323292251331347

Abstract

Socioeconomics designates the interdisciplinary attempt to provide an alternative to mainstream economics,
involving economic sociology, political economy, and heterodox economics. While Polanyi’s work largely informs
this endeavor, his theory is also ambiguous, and scholars have interpreted it in opposing ways. The notion of
the always-embedded economy is by now widely accepted, but this perspective potentially undermines the
critique of (neoliberal) capitalism. In this article, | develop a coherent framework for socioeconomics built on
three pillars. The first pillar affirms that the economy is always embedded in cultural, sociopolitical, and ecolog-
ical frameworks. The second pillar asserts that the power over socioeconomic issues can be more or less pri-
vatized. The third pillar involves a commitment to a “real” democracy, whereby the economy is subordinated to
social-ecological needs. This political ideal was not only Polanyi’s own vision: it is also central for contemporary
societies—and socioeconomics itself can contribute to its realization.

“The politics of social-ecological justice and the paradox of economization” by Francesco
Laruffa

The research article “The politics of social-ecological justice and the paradox of economization” by Francesco
Laruffa has been published by Competition & Change.

DOI: https://d0i.org/10.1177/10245294251375504

Abstract

This article highlights a central paradox of the current conjuncture: while capitalism is the root-cause of the
current polycrisis, promoting social-ecological goals within this system possibly requires to reinforce some of its
key features — and especially economization (i.e. the extension of profit-making logics to non-economic do-
mains). In contemporary dominant strategies (policies for inclusive-green growth; ethical-political consumption;
and Corporate Social Responsibility), solutions to social-ecological problems become investment objects that
deliver growth and profits. While these strategies, if fully implemented, may potentially improve social-ecological
outcomes, they would make the ideal of social-ecological justice more difficult to achieve. This problem of ‘non-
linearity’ in social change generates an ‘unrealistic-pragmatism’ versus ‘necessary-utopianism’ dilemma for pro-
gressive forces: seemingly realistic strategies are actually unable to address the polycrisis whereas approaches
discarded as utopian offer the only rational solution to it, namely abandoning the myth of endless growth and
subordinating the economy to social-ecological needs.

“Decarbonization Politics for All: Means-Tested Social Assistance, Eco-Social Values, and Pub-
lic Support for Increased Fossil Fuel Taxes in Europe” by Arvid Lindh and Kenneth Nelson

The research article “Decarbonization Politics for All: Means-Tested Social Assistance, Eco-Social Values, and
Public Support for Increased Fossil Fuel Taxes in Europe” by Arvid Lindh and Kenneth Nelson has been pub-
lished by Regulation & Governance.

DOI: https://doi.org/10.1111/reqo.70063

Abstract

Many climate change mitigation policies face public opposition, especially when they impose visible costs on
households and are perceived as unfairly regressive. This country-comparative study examines specific social
policy instruments that may help build public support for increasing fossil fuel taxes in Europe. Using multilevel
modeling with data from the European Social Survey and the Social Policy Indicators database, we find that
higher levels of means-tested social assistance are positively associated with greater public support for fossil
fuel taxes. More specifically, means-tested social assistance appears to promote support by reducing self-ex-
perienced economic hardship and lessening value conflicts among individuals with strong eco-social values.
Policies that raise the minimum income floor in society thus seem crucial for fostering eco-social synergies and
strengthening public support for government-led climate action and decarbonization efforts.

“Reinforcing unsustainable welfare in Europe? Growth-centrism, Eurocentrism and anthropo-
centrism in the 2024 EU Europarty election manifestos” by Viktor Lovén and Joe Whelan
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The research article “Reinforcing unsustainable welfare in Europe? Growth-centrism, Eurocentrism and anthro-
pocentrism in the 2024 EU Europarty election manifestos” by Viktor Lovén and Joe Whelan has been published
in the Journal of European Social Policy.

DOI: https://doi.org/10.1177/09589287251356966

Abstract

There is an emerging body of literature on sustainable welfare suggesting that Europe needs sustainable welfare
policies to mitigate the crises of environmental destruction and growing social inequalities. However, research
about how such policies are politically embraced within the EU context is less developed. Therefore, based on
sustainable welfare as a normative framework, this article focuses on political parties at the EU level and eval-
uates the ideologies and discourses that underpin their election manifestos. Critical discourse analysis and
theories of postcolonial intersectionality are used to examine the 2024 election manifestos of what were then
the three largest Europarties in the EU: European People’s Party (EPP), Party of European Socialists (PES)
and Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe Party (ALDE). The findings indicate that the manifestos focus
on economic growth, European superiority and the subordination of nature and non-humans. In contrast, the
normative framework of sustainable welfare denotes a combination of social and environmental sustainability
over economic growth and values solidarity with nature, non-humans and people in all parts of the world. There-
fore, this article suggests that the Europarties do the direct opposite of aligning with sustainable welfare—rein-
forcing unsustainable welfare in Europe.

“From control to care: Trans-hegemonic approaches to just-sustainability transformations” by
Valerie Nelson

The research article “From control to care: Trans-hegemonic approaches to just-sustainability transformations”
by Valerie Nelson has been published in Environmental Science & Policy.

DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.envsci.2025.104115

Abstract

Sustainability transformations are the subject of increasing academic and policy attention, but definitions and
practice remain contested. This paper provides a comparative analysis of four meta-reviews of sustainability
transformation theorisation to identify new insights on transformative change. The overarching analysis com-
pares four interpretive framings of sustainability transformation theory, in terms of their features and mutual
critiques, evolution of the field involving a broadening of disciplines and perspectives toward greater attention
to critical and relational social sciences, overlaps and continuing tensions. This article proposes a new interpre-
tive clustering, that foregrounds relational, more-than-human, feminist political ecology, Indigenous and decolo-
nial theorisation in sustainability discourse, and calls for their exploration in future research and action. This is
in support of unlearning and unmaking invisible common sense formations that are the underlying common
causes (although differentiated in manifestations) of unsustainabilities and which prevent transformative change
from occurring. The article goes on to identify principles, practices and capacities for action, especially transdis-
ciplinary action research, offered as non-exhaustive, polythetic dimensions of trans-hegemonic sustainability
transformations. The paper concludes with an exploration of justice in relation to sustainability transformations,
involving the advancement of shifts from control-based imaginaries to pluriversal, care-based futures.

““For normal people, it just doesn’t work”: uncovering popular lenses on environmental sus-
tainability in The Netherlands” by Kjell Noordzij et al.

The research article “For normal people, it just doesn’t work”: uncovering popular lenses on environmental sus-
tainability in The Netherlands” by Kjell Noordzij et al. has been published in Sustainability: Science, Practice
and Policy.

DOI: https://doi.org/10.1080/15487733.2025.2500153

Abstract

Governments grapple with garnering public support for the interventions they propose to achieve with respect
to environmental sustainability. We depart from the position that interventions for these issues must align with
public perspectives to receive support among the population at large. Our study uses 14 focus-group interviews
(n=57) conducted in the Netherlands to inductively explore these perspectives on a wide range of sustainability
issues and their interventions. Our sample predominantly comprises individuals who have not completed tertiary
education. As extant research suggests, these individuals are less concerned with sustainability issues. We
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identify three lenses through which our respondents perceived sustainability, namely how it: 1) impacts their
personal life (lens of need); 2) aligns with their community (lens of community); and 3) raises doubts (lens of
doubt). They reveal that many respondents are principally engaged with sustainability in ways that they felt had
practical repercussions for them or their community. We conclude by instigating a rethinking of inclusive sus-
tainability interventions by sensitizing them to the perspectives individuals have of sustainability issues and
interventions, and those of non-tertiary educated individuals in particular.

“Autonomy within limits: Post-growth and social imaginaries of work, education and democ-
racy” by Alexander Paulsson et al.

The research article “Autonomy within limits: Post-growth and social imaginaries of work, education and democ-
racy” by Alexander Paulsson et al. has been published by Environmental Values.

DOI: https://doi.org/10.1177/09632719251382401

Abstract

Autonomy is central to thinking about democracy and human needs, but the question of how autonomy relates
to growth is ambivalent. Is growth necessary to achieve a basic level of autonomy, or is autonomy, in fact, a
pre-requisite for post-growth? In this study, we examine this question by focusing on how critical autonomy
relates to growth within the domains of democracy, education, and work. Critical autonomy is complex, but in
its most fundamental form, it is about making informed choices, which, in turn, are transformed by our social
imaginaries. By using the concepts of critical autonomy and social imaginaries, our analysis suggests that (i)
greater elements of direct democracy and participation, (ii) a more holistic education that integrates play with
life-long learning and (iii) changes in the perception of work, along with increased workplace influence, would
provide conditions for autonomy without requiring growth or contributing to it. We conclude our analysis by
highlighting how social imaginaries and policy changes in the three domains — democracy, education and work
— could be developed to realize critical autonomy in a post-growth society.

“A tall order. South European welfare states’ readiness for climate-adjusted social policy” by
Maria Petmesidou and Rui Branco

The research article “A tall order. South European welfare states’ readiness for climate-adjusted social policy”
by Maria Petmesidou and Rui Branco has been published by the Journal of European Social Policy.

DOI: https://d0i.org/10.1177/09589287251345914

Abstract

Whether South European welfare states can accommodate the socio-economic challenges generated by the
climate crisis has so far not been systematically addressed. Seeking to fill the gap, and focusing on the extreme
cases Greece and Portugal, we assess their exposure, sensitivity and capacity to respond to eco-social risks,
and how eco-social considerations are incorporated in political discourse and strategic planning. The analysis
reveals a common pattern of rapidly intensifying climate-induced impacts meeting acute social vulnerabilities
linked to inadequate safety nets and sluggish response to changing social risks. Political discourse is only slowly
coming to terms with the emerging challenges, on the heels of the EU’s green agenda, while ongoing fiscal
constraints hamper the capacity to adapt. Still, we found a higher policy readiness to tackle eco-social chal-
lenges in Portugal relative to Greece, due to different political and institutional legacies and partisan program-
matic orientation in the last decade.

“When energy resources, transit routes, critical minerals and the interests of great powers meet
in the Western Balkans: do citizens have a voice?“ by Mirjana Radovanovi¢ et al.

The publication “When energy resources, transit routes, critical minerals and the interests of great powers meet
in the Western Balkans: do citizens have a voice?* by Mirjana Radovanovic et al. has been published in Energy

Research & Social Science.

DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.erss.2025.104153

Abstract
This paper aims to point out the major problems faced by the citizens of the Western Balkans when it comes to
future energy policy. The anticipated decarbonization of Europe by 2050 will significantly influence the region
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that embraces the green agenda. The regions clean transition is hindered by outdated energy infrastructure, a
high share of coal in energy consumption, energy-intensive industries, elevated pollution levels, influence from
global powers, and tensions both among the countries of the region and within the region itself. Moreover, the
post-2022 energy landscape has grown increasingly complex, necessitating adjustments in energy policy for
the Western Balkan countries that have yet to be clearly specified under complex conditions. Namely, the Eu-
ropean Union is interested in exploitation of natural resources and transit routes, which is happening at the same
time as the influence and interests of the great powers are growing in the region — often contradictory. In such
a situation, citizens are denied the opportunity to participate in decision-making and become only observers of
the events. The study provides an analysis of the energy sectors status in six Western Balkan economies,
serving as a foundation for the development of future energy policy while highlighting the specificities of the
clean transition amid intricate geopolitical upheavals that significantly impact the region. After analyzing the
geopolitical, infrastructural, socio-economic, and resource inputs (including critical raw materials and rare earth
elements), it is evident that a just transition and the involvement of citizens in formulating the energy policy of
their own countries is almost impossible. Recommendations have been provided in this regard.

“Fostering Socially and Ecologically Sustainable Digitalisation of Welfare States”
by Paula Saikkonen & Marta Choroszewicz

The research article “Fostering Socially and Ecologically Sustainable Digitalisation of Welfare States”
by Paula Saikkonen & Marta Choroszewicz has been published in Social Inclusion.

DOI: https://doi.org/10.17645/si.10937

Abstract

This thematic issue discusses how Al and digital technologies often overlook vulnerable citizens and reinforce
inequalities. Articles highlight challenges like digital exclusion, excessive reliance on individual agency, and
declining institutional trust. Socially sustainable digitalisation must ensure equitable access, offer in-person al-
ternatives when needed, and uphold legitimacy. Often neglected ecological concerns must also be addressed
through responsible use and energy-conscious ICT systems. Achieving sustainability requires coherent policies
that embed sustainability principles data into welfare technology. Interdisciplinary research, citizen involvement,
and empowering citizens are essential for a truly sustainable welfare state.

“Editorial: The Implementation of the European Pillar of Social Rights in the Era of Polycrisis”
by Francisco Simdes et al.

The editorial The Implementation of the European Pillar of Social Rights in the Era of Polycrisis” by Francisco
Simoes et al. has been published in Social Inclusion.

DOI: https://doi.org/10.17645/si.11203

Abstract

This thematic issue focuses on the implementation of the European Pillar of Social Rights (EPSR) amid a con-
text of polycrisis. It examines how overlapping global disruptions such as the Covid-19 pandemic or current
geopolitical instability have shaped structural inequalities across Europe, including among the most vulnerable
groups, challenging the European social model. This editorial emphasizes how the different articles in this issue
address EPSR'’s three core dimensions (equal opportunities, fair working conditions, and social protection and
inclusion) in a context of growing tensions between achieving societal ambitions and the dual digital and green
transition, and growing concerns over the EU’s increased investment in security and defence, which may un-
dermine social policy commitments. The editors synthesize contributions from the issue, which offer empirical
and theoretical insights into labour market activation, digital inclusion, and welfare adequacy. The editorial calls
for integrated policy strategies to ensure that social rights remain central to EU governance through 2030 and
beyond.

“Sustainability powered by digitalization? (Re-)politicizing the debate” by Florian Steig et al.

The research article “Sustainability powered by digitalization? (Re-)politicizing the debate” by Florian Steig et
al. has been published in Sustainability: Science, Practice and Policy.

DOI: https://doi.org/10.1080/15487733.2025.2521181

Abstract
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As ecological crises escalate, various stakeholders frame digitalization as a key solution for sustainability trans-
formations. Besides incremental optimization, this promise has not materialized yet. We argue that digital solu-
tions toward sustainability objectives are shaped by and reinforce power structures that effectively undermine
sustainability outcomes. Academic discourse and governance are often dominated by a technology-centric fram-
ing in contrast to technologically informed, power-centric approaches. In this article, we develop an interdiscipli-
nary framework to analyze three interconnected dimensions of power at the sustainability-digitalization-nexus
and reveal how they obstruct sustainability. We locate power at the levels of environmental knowledge, govern-
ance, and technological materiality. First, digital technologies create representations of the environment that
reinforce, reconfigure, or clash with preexisting ones, striving for more and better digital real-time data for tech-
nological control. Second, the spread of digital technologies is facilitated by emerging actor coalitions that pro-
mote digitalization while employing a reductionist understanding of sustainability. This narrows the policy space
to optimization and incremental solutionism, which reproduces the status quo. Finally, the designs and material
infrastructures of current digital technologies create path dependencies and lock-in effects while the underlying
colonial resource and wealth flows remain hidden. We advocate for a (re-)politicization of digitalization across
these dimensions to leverage its potential for sustainability transformations. We conclude that digitalization can-
not spare us from political conflicts and deliberation processes about desirable sustainability futures. The debate
should re-center fundamental questions about what kind of sustainable futures we want, where technology has
a role to play, and where it does not.

“The Long Road for Vulnerable Jobseekers Transitioning to Green and Socially Sustainable
Employment” by Carla Valadas

The research article “The Long Road for Vulnerable Jobseekers Transitioning to Green and Socially Sustainable
Employment” by Carla Valadas has been published in Social Inclusion.

DOI: https://doi.org/10.17645/si.10573

Abstract

Although the role of education, training, and life-long learning has become widely recognised in EU social pol-
icy, not all EU citizens have had the opportunity to maintain or acquire the skills necessary for full participation
in society and success in the labour market. This article examines interventions specifically designed to sup-
port vulnerable unemployed individuals for (re)entering and succeeding in the labour market. It presents a
gualitative, case-specific study of training programmes implemented by a local unit of the Public Employment
Service (PES) in a Southern European country. Portugal serves as a compelling case for examining how and
why the effort to equip under-skilled and underqualified citizens with (new) skills remains challenging. Our the-
oretical framework builds on historical institutionalism to identify the enduring limitations of Portuguese active
labour market policies, as well as other institutional and actor-related constraints that hinder unemployed indi-
viduals from navigating the challenges of an increasingly complex and diverse labour market. To explore
these dynamics empirically, we conducted a thematic analysis of semi-structured interviews with key stake-
holders—including PES staff, training providers, and unemployed participants—focusing on their perceptions,
experiences, and interpretations of training programmes and their implementation. Additionally, we used sup-
plementary sources such as official documents related to training and other labour market policies, as well as
relevant statistical data, to contextualize and triangulate our findings. The findings demonstrate that institu-
tional weaknesses, combined with the shortcomings of training programmes, fail to accommodate the specific
needs and conditions of vulnerable unemployed individuals, leaving them without the skills necessary to se-
cure stable employment and to respond effectively to the challenges posed by the ecological and digital transi-
tions.

“An Eco-Social Union in the Making: European Myth, Rhetorical Promise, or Irreversible Real-
ity?” by Bea Cantillon

The working paper “An Eco-Social Union in the Making: European Myth, Rhetorical Promise, or Irreversible
Reality?” by Bea Cantillon has been published by the University of Antwerp.

Link: https://repository.uantwerpen.be/docman/irua/e60e07motoM21

Abstract

This paper traces how a European socio-ecological policy framework has emerged to enable the making of an
Eco-Social Union (ESU)—conceived as a supportive supranational environment providing steering, guidance,
and support to the Union’s national welfare states, while safeguarding national diversity. By adopting a synoptic
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approach—examining objectives, policy instruments, and funding as an integrated whole—we show that the
process is more advanced than is generally assumed. Tracing its emergence from the Union’s founding to recent
crises, we highlight (i) the articulation of increasingly freestanding social objectives—centred on social inclusion
and now increasingly intertwined with ecological goals; (ii) the layering of first- and second-order, input- and
outcome-oriented governance; (iii) the rising role of EU funding in coupling resources to social and ecological
aims and fostering solidarity among the Member States; and (iv) the growing interconnections among these
elements. Without foreclosing ideational interpretations, we contend that the process is taking shape out of
functional necessity—enabling national welfare states, as active actors in the process, to protect themselves
against the negative spillovers of integration and to support reform needs, not least in response to the climate
crisis; enabling the Union to safeguard its cohesion; serving as a productive factor for the functioning of the
single market; and making the green transition possible. The paper argues that goal-oriented funding that takes
into account differential national needs may set in motion a virtuous cycle that renders the ESU increasingly
irreversible: interstate solidarity creates the necessity for common binding social and environmental standards
while the pursuit of common objectives raises the need for interstate solidarity as evidenced by the Social Cli-
mate Fund.

“Towards a directive on just transition within the European Union? : a draft proposal exercise”
by Lucien Carré & Paolo Tomassetti

The working paper “Towards a directive on just transition within the European Union? : a draft proposal exercise”
by Lucien Carré & Paolo Tomassetti has been published by the European University Institute.

Link: https://cadmus.eui.eu/server/api/core/bitstreams/c522ca54-8a62-4220-b51a-d42f7d6c7a32/content

Abstract

The principle of just transition seeks to protect workers from the adverse employment and occupational impacts
of industrial transformations driven by environmental objectives. This principle has gained traction in European
Union (EU) law since the adoption of the European Green Deal, leading to the adoption of several legislative
proposals anchoring this principle. However, the EU’s approach to just transition is largely fragmented, spread
across various funding tools, policy guidelines, and sectoral regulations. More and more labour voices call for
the development of a rights-based just transition legal framework. Against that background, this Working Paper
proposes a draft for a Just Transition Directive within the European Union. This proposal aims to contribute to
the scholarly dialogue and ongoing political debates surrounding the need for an EU normative intervention. It
seeks to address the gap between principle and practice by formulating binding legal provisions capable of
ensuring enforceable rights and obligations for workers and communities involved in the decarbonisation of the
EU economy. This Working Paper does not claim to provide definitive normative answers but may hopefully
serve as a platform for further dialogue and legal experimentation, contributing to a more inclusive and equitable
EU transition towards climate neutrality.

“Strengthening and Mainstreaming Just Transition Goals in the EU Budget” by Amandine
Crespy & Tiago Moreira Ramalho

The policy brief “Strengthening and Mainstreaming Just Transition Goals in the EU Budget” by Amandine Crespy
& Tiago Moreira Ramalho has been published by the Foundation for European Progressive Studies.

Link: https://feps-europe.eu/publication/strengthening-and-maintaining-just-transition-goals-in-the-eu-budget/

“Will the Clean Industrial Deal work for us all?” by the European Alliance for a Just Transition

The policy publication “Will the Clean Industrial Deal work for us all?” has been published by the European
Alliance for a Just Transition.

DOI: https://alliancejusttransition.eu/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Will-the-CID-work-for-us-all.pdf

Summary

The Communication on the Clean Industrial Deal (CID), the EU’s new strategy for increasing competitiveness
through reindustrialisation while achieving climate neutrality by 2050, sets the direction for industrial changes
that will create both opportunities and challenges for regions, workers, businesses and communities across
Europe.
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Will the CID work for people? Only if it creates quality jobs, improves living standards, promotes a healthy,
pollution-free environment and strengthens climate safety and cohesion across Europe.

“Social fairness in preparing for climate change: how just resilience can benefit communities
across Europe” by the European Environment Agency

The policy publication “Social fairness in preparing for climate change: how just resilience can benefit commu-
nities across Europe” has been published by the European Environment Agency.

Link: https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/analysis/publications/social-fairness-in-preparing-for-climate-change-how-
resilience-can-benefit-communities-across-europe

Summary

There is a clear need to ramp up justice considerations in adaptation. By integrating justice into adaptation
efforts and addressing the unique needs and vulnerabilities of different social groups, policymakers can create
more resilient and equitable communities that are better prepared to cope with climate-related hazards

“Doughnut of social and planetary boundaries monitors a world out of balance” by Andrew L.
Fanning & Kate Raworth

The analysis “Doughnut of social and planetary boundaries monitors a world out of balance” by Andrew L.
Fanning & Kate Raworth has been published by Nature.

Link: https://www.nature.com/articles/s41586-025-09385-1

Abstract

The doughnut-shaped framework of social and planetary boundaries (the ‘Doughnut’) provides a concise visual
assessment of progress towards the goal of meeting the needs of all people within the means of the living
planetl,2,3. Here we present a renewed Doughnut framework with a revised set of 35 indicators that monitor
trends in social deprivation and ecological overshoot over the 2000-2022 period. Although global gross domes-
tic product (GDP) has more than doubled, our median results show a modest achievement in reducing human
deprivation that would have to accelerate fivefold to meet the needs of all people by 2030. Meanwhile, the
increase in ecological overshoot would have to stop immediately and accelerate nearly two times faster towards
planetary boundaries to safeguard Earth-system stability by 2050. Disaggregating these global findings shows
that the richest 20% of nations, with 15% of the global population, contribute more than 40% of annual ecological
overshoot, whereas the poorest 40% of countries, with 42% of the global population, experience more than 60%
of the social shortfall. These trends and inequalities reaffirm the case for overcoming the dependence of nations
on perpetual GDP growth4,5 and reorienting towards regenerative and distributive economic activity—within
and between nations—that assigns priority to human needs and planetary integrity.

“Justice in Transition. Empowering citizens for a fair green economy” by JUSTEM

The report “Justice in Transition. Empowering citizens for a fair green economy” has been published by
JUSTEM.

Link: https://ieecp.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/JUSTEM-Final-publishable-report.pdf

“Mapping Just Transition Legal Obligations on the Island of Ireland” by Orla Kelleher

The research paper “Mapping Just Transition Legal Obligations on the Island of Ireland” by Orla Kelleher has
been published by the Environmental Justice Network Ireland.

Link: https://ejni.net/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Mapping-just-transition-legal-obligations-24.05.25-.pdf

“Climbing together. Is the Social Climate Fund working for those who need it most?” by Maris
Pedaja et al.
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The policy publication “Climbing together. Is the Social Climate Fund working for those who need it most?” by
Maris Pedaja et al. has been published by the CEE Bankwatch Network.

Link: https://bankwatch.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/2025 06 Climbing-together Is-the-Social-Climate-
Fund-working-for-those-who-need-it-most.pdf

Summary

The European Union’s commitment to cut greenhouse gas emissions by at least 55 per cent by 2030 and
reach climate neutrality by 2050 is driving a far-reaching transformation across all sectors — most notably in
energy. A key element of the EU’s Fit for 55 package is the forthcoming extension of the EU Emissions Trad-
ing System (ETS2) to cover buildings and road transport.

To cushion the social and economic impacts of this transition — particularly for vulnerable households and
transport users — the EU has established the Social Climate Fund. Financed through revenues from ETS2, the
fund is expected to mobilise at least EUR 86.7 billion in public investment between 2026 and 2032.

This report assesses the quality of stakeholder participation and the design of national social climate plans in
eight countries: Bulgaria, Estonia, Hungary, Italy, Latvia, Poland, Romania, and Slovakia. It identifies both
risks and examples of good practice, offering an early insight into the strengths and weaknesses of national
approaches. The aim is to help improve the quality of national spending plans and to inform ongoing negotia-
tions for the next EU budget.

“Implementing the European Pillar of Social Rights through eco-social policies: Understanding
available governance options” by Sebastiano Sabato & Tommaso Grossi

The research paper “Implementing the European Pillar of Social Rights through eco-social policies: Understand-
ing available governance options” by Sebastiano Sabato & Tommaso Grossi has been published by Ose.

Link: https://www.ose.be/sites/default/files/publications/2025 OseResearchPaper67 Sabato Grossi.pdf

Proposal for a European Just Transitions Directive” by Séverine Picard

The paper “Proposal for a European Just Transitions Directive” has been published by the Friedrich-Ebert-
Stiftung.

Link: https://library.fes.de/pdf-files/bueros/bruessel/22125.pdf

Summary

The success of Europe’s twin transitions - climate and digital - will shape the future and prosperity of our indus-
tries, workforce, and economy. The European Union has made bold commitments to industrial modernisation.
However, it often overlooks the workforce as a factor for success. Structured worker involvement with a real
voice in shaping change improves decision-making, strengthens industrial stability, and ensures wider ac-
ceptance.

A European Just Transitions Directive, as suggested in this publication, would deliver a binding framework for
early intervention, structured workforce planning, and the right to paid training in order to enable companies and
workers to jointly anticipate and manage change.

Through proactive redeployment, reskilling initiatives, and innovative work arrangements, Europe's industrial
base and regional skills capacity will be protected. This strengthens economic competitiveness, quality jobs and
social cohesion across the continent.

“Strengthening the European Just Transition Fund: lessons learned from implementation in
France” by Réseau Action Climat

The policy paper “Strengthening the European Just Transition Fund: lessons learned from implementation in
France” has been published by Réseau Action Climat.

Link: https://reseauactionclimat.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/just-transition-fund-lessons-learned-from-im-
plementation-in-france-can-france-june-2025.pdf

“Unlocking Potential: Social and Circular Economy in the 2025 European Semester” by Rreuse
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The policy analysis “Unlocking Potential: Social and Circular Economy in the 2025 European Semester” has
been published by Rreuse.

Link: https://www.rreuse.org/publications/unlocking-potential-social-and-circular-economy-in-the-2025-euro-
pean-semester

“Perceptions of fairness and climate action in the EU” by Alina-Mihaela Sandor et al.

The policy publication “Perceptions of fairness and climate action in the EU” by Alina-Mihaela Sandor et al. has
been published by the Directorate-General for Employment, Social Affairs and Inclusion (European Commis-
sion).

Link: https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/53de85f5-41ba-11f0-b9f2-01laa75ed71al/lan-
guage-en

Summary

Using a Eurobarometer data set on fairness perceptions of the green transition, this paper aims to understand
what drives citizens’ support for the green transition and motivate them to adopt more sustainable behaviours.
While there is widespread support for the green transition that leaves no one behind, due to existing inequalities,
not every EU citizen is equally positioned to take action to address climate change. The paper covers a range
of different types of climate policies, largely reflecting initiatives that are either already in place or being dis-
cussed at national or EU levels, such as investments in public transport infrastructure, green taxation and rev-
enue recycling, subsidies for home renovation for vulnerable groups, or incentives for companies to adopt sus-
tainable practices. In terms of green engagement, the analysis focuses specifically on the use of sustainable
transport modes and implementing energy efficiency measures. The results show that not only ability to engage
in climate action, but willingness to do so are key factors shaping the level of policy support. Similarly, socio-
demographic, economic, behavioural factors, as well as perceptions of fairness influence the support for differ-
ent policy options and the level of green engagement, all of which should be considered when designing policies
for green transition.

“The Clean Industrial Deal: A joint roadmap for competitiveness and decarbonization” by Mi-
chael Soder et al.

The position paper “The Clean Industrial Deal: A joint roadmap for competitiveness and decarbonization” by
Michael Soder et al. has been published by The Austrian Federal Chamber of Labour (AK).

Link: https://www.akeuropa.eu/sites/default/files/2025-06/EN Clean%?20Industrial2c20Deal 0.pdf

“Shaping a European budget fit for climate action and just transition” by Miloslawa Stepien and
Anelia Stefanova

The policy brief “Shaping a European budget fit for climate action and just transition” by Miloslawa Stepien and
Anelia Stefanova has been published by FEPS.

Link: https://bankwatch.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/European-Budget-Climate-Transition.pdf

Abstract

The negotiations for the next EU multiannual financial framework (MFF) — the long-term budget at the centre of
EU policy action — will involve difficult discussions in the coming years. With new political priorities arising, such
as defence, and the European Commission’s current focus on competitiveness, flexibility and simplification,
concerns are growing that the European Green Deal is at risk and that the next MFF will not be fit to tackle
climate and just transition challenges.

Based on the discussions emerging from a territorial just transition stakeholder meeting, the present policy brief
explores five key elements for an EU budget that promotes sustainability, social cohesion and transparent gov-
ernance:

(1) a territorial approach to transformation, (2) social conditionalities in the next MFF, (3) environmental and
climate conditionalities, (4) multi-level governance, stakeholder inclusion and accountability, and (5) funding for
accession countries.

The concluding recommendations for the next MFF highlight, among others, the importance of maintaining the
place-based approach developed in the just transition process, improving capacity building, prioritising projects


https://www.rreuse.org/publications/unlocking-potential-social-and-circular-economy-in-the-2025-european-semester
https://www.rreuse.org/publications/unlocking-potential-social-and-circular-economy-in-the-2025-european-semester
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/53de85f5-41ba-11f0-b9f2-01aa75ed71a1/language-en
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/53de85f5-41ba-11f0-b9f2-01aa75ed71a1/language-en
https://www.akeuropa.eu/sites/default/files/2025-06/EN_Clean%20Industrial%20Deal_0.pdf
https://bankwatch.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/European-Budget-Climate-Transition.pdf

that reduce climate, environment and health-related inequalities and that “do significant good”, and meaningfully
involving local actors and civil society.

Overall, competitiveness, flexibility and simplification should be developed in a way that benefits the people and
regions that need the most support, in line with a just transition and the objectives of the European Green Deal
and the European Pillar for Social Rights.

“Political Steps toward Eco-Social Transformations” by Matteo Mandelli

The Policy Brief “Political Steps toward Eco-Social Transformations” by Matteo Mandelli has been published by
the Green European Foundation.

Link: https://gef.eu/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/Political-Steps-towards-Eco-Social-Transformations.pdf

Summary

This policy brief examines the political feasibility of transforming Europe’s welfare states to meet the dual chal-
lenges of ecological breakdown and rising social risks. While less transformative eco-social policies, such as
those included in the current European just transition framework, have gained traction in recent years, they
remain limited in scope, reactive in nature, and rooted in a growth-oriented paradigm. The brief argues that more
transformative eco-social policies, grounded in the concept of sustainable welfare, are needed to address both
the causes and consequences of the ecological crisis. Drawing on the 'three Is' framework - interests, ideas,
and institutions — it identifies barriers to transformative change and outlines strategies to overcome them. Key
elements of these strategies include strengthening socio-ecological coalitions and constituencies; promoting
rights-based ideas; and creating inclusive, multilevel and silo-breaking institutions. Ultimately, the brief calls for
a bold rethinking of European social policymaking to ensure that ecological action reinforces, rather than under-
mines, democratic legitimacy and social justice.

“State of EU progess to climate neutrality by” Eike Karola Velten et al.

The report “State of EU progess to climate neutrality by’ Eike Karola Velten et al. has been published by the
European Climate Neutrality Observatory.

Link: https://climateobservatory.eu/report/2025-report-state-eu-progress-climate-neutrality

Key results

The EU has initiated an economy-wide transition to climate neutrality by 2050. While many important on-the-
ground developments have accelerated compared to last year’'s assessment, the current pace of the transition
is still not fast enough. Investments are lagging, underscoring the need for targeted policy adjustments to provide
certainty for businesses and citizens alike. Speeding up the shift to a clean economy is also fundamental to
Europe’s long-term competitiveness and security. Deepening geopolitical tensions present a challenging back-
drop for this endeavour but also strengthen the case for more decisive action.

The European Commission has tabled the Clean Industrial Deal in response to these challenges, integrating
policy priorities around competitiveness and decarbonisation. Together with the shaping of the EU’s next long-
term budget (2028-2034), it provides a specific window of opportunity to align EU policy with long-term priorities.
This report highlights where the EU is on track and where additional efforts are needed to create the enabling
conditions for a prosperous, climate neutral future. Our policy recommendations are based on detailed, data-
driven insights into real-world developments across the economy.

“The Eco-Social Polity? Theoretical, conceptual and empirical issues”edited by Ekaterina Do-
morenok et al.

The book “The Eco-Social Polity? Theoretical, conceptual and empirical issues” edited by Ekaterina Do-
morenok et al. has been published by Bristol University Press.

DOI: https://doi.org/10.51952/9781447372851

Summary

The devastating effects of climate change are undeniable. Fires rage and waters rise in every corner of the
globe. In light of these changes to our planet, the issue of social and environmental wellbeing has gained
prominent attention from both academia and policy makers. Scholarly research on the interaction between
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social and employment policy domains has flourished. Academics now reflect on the different aspects of envi-
ronmental and social protection, ecological and social risks, and the costs of climate change, sustainable wel-
fare and new social movements prompted by green transitions.

This book provides a vital contribution to the emerging research agenda. It brings together scholars from inter-
connected disciplines to discuss the eco-social debate, providing a critical overview on extant scholarship and
reflecting on future research pathways on the eco-social nexus from a variety of analytical perspectives.

“Routledge Handbook of Degrowth” edited by Anitra Nelson

The “Routledge Handbook of Degrowth” edited by Anitra Nelson has been published by Routledge.

DOI: https://doi.org/10.4324/9781032650159

Abstract

This handbook takes stock of ‘degrowth’, a concept and movement gaining increasing visibility in the 2020s.
Contributors explain contexts for degrowth’s significance, elaborate its diverse history and detail its unique ap-
proaches, practices, challenges and potential futures.

Part | sets the ecological, economic and political contexts framing degrowth’s evolution as a significant con-
cept for societies facing the challenges of deepening socio-political inequities and ecological unsustainabili-
ties. Part Il identifies themes characterising degrowth movements in a sample of distinctive countries, starting
with its origins in France. Part lll shows degrowth ‘concepts in action’, explaining in practical ways the mean-
ings of terms such as ‘conviviality’, ‘degrowth doughnut’, ‘frugal abundance’, ‘commoning’ and ‘defashioning’.
Part IV offers analyses and forward-looking imaginaries for degrowth from the perspectives of distinctive
agents, agendas and theoretical frameworks. Contributors engage with topics such as ecofeminist futures,
utopian thought and show how degrowth is necessary to address poverty.

Highly experienced and knowledgeable contributors from varied scholarly and practitioner fields address a
range of strategic, activist, policy and research questions in this handbook. Grounded in empirical cases, they
identify significant social and ecological challenges, relevant to students, researchers, activists, policymakers
and practitioners at various levels within the wide range of fields in which degrowth can be applied.

“Social Sustainability in Ageing Welfare States” by Maria Vaalavuo et al.

The book “Social Sustainability in Ageing Welfare States” by Maria Vaalavuo et al. has been published by Ed-
ward Elgar.

DOI: https://doi.org/10.4337/9781035318377

Summary

This insightful book clarifies the meaning of social sustainability and how it can be assessed in ageing welfare
states. It explores the impact of population ageing on well-being and social policies, identifying the resources
and institutions which can facilitate well-being and social sustainability without compromising financial and en-
vironmental sustainability.
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