ECOWELFARE

Sustainable Welfare and Eco-Social Policy Network
Dear readers of the Sustainable Welfare List,
here comes the latest edition of our Sustainable Welfare & Eco-social Policy Network Newsletter! If you have

any comments on the newsletter or relevant information for the next edition, please do not hesitate to send an
email to ecosocial.wiso@uni-hamburg.de.

Best regards
Katharina Zimmermann

Sustainable Welfare & Eco-social Policy Network Newsletter

Edition 10 — February 2025

Dear readers,

welcome to the Sustainable Welfare & Eco-Social Policy Network Newsletter. Here we present information on
new publications, events, projects and calls in the research area of climate and social policy. If you have any
relevant information (events, jobs, CfP etc.) to be included in the next newsletter, please email to: ecoso-
cial.wiso@uni-hamburg.de.

We have launched the Network’s Website! https://ecowelfarenetwork.org/

There you can find the updated information on the network’s ongoing and past activities and Zoom links of the
Network’s meetings (including the Early-Careers event) as well as news about upcoming CfP’s of conferences
hosted by the Network.

The network hosts a Zotero Database where all listed papers are stored as pdfs. In order to be legally allowed
to share the pdfs, you can only access it upon invitation. If you are interested, please send an email with the
subject “Access Zotero” to ecosocial.wiso@uni-hamburg.de and indicate your Zotero-username (create one first
at www.zotero.org if you do not have one).

Best regards,

Katharina Zimmermann, University of Hamburg

Katharina Bohnenberger, University of Duisburg-Essen, German Institute for Interdisciplinary Social Policy Re-
search (DIFIS)

Benedetta Cotta, University of Padova

Matteo Mandelli, SciencesPo Paris

Tuuli Hirvilammi, Tampere University

Robin Schulze Waltrup, Bielefeld University

EVENTS
Announcements of the Network
o Sustainable Welfare and Eco-Social Policy Colloquium on Local Sustainable Welfare (online, 26th
March, 14:30 — 16:00 CET)
External Events
o ILO Discussion Meeting “Strengthening a just transition for a sustainable future” (Online, 20" February
2025)
o ETUI online course (MOOC): Bridging the gap between climate policy and social justice (Online, 3™
March 2025)
o WELLBASED one-day event “Right to Energy, Right to Health - Policy and research insights from the
WELLBASED project” (Valencia, Spain, 20" February 2025)
o Social Transformations BSA Annual Conference 2025 (University of Manchester, England, 23'-25™" April
2025)
o FISS Conference on Social Security 2025 on “The Polycrisis and Social Policy in Europe, Asia, and
Beyond” (Sigtuna, Sweden, 4"-6"" June 2025).
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o

Young Scholars’ Conference: “Time & Justice. Temporal Interrogations into Social-Ecological Justice”
(University of Hamburg, Germany, 8-10" October 2025)

Data for Policy 2025 Conference Europe Edition “Twin transitions in data and policy for a sustainable
and inclusive future” (Leiden University, The Hague, The Netherlands, 12"-13"" June 2025).

SET Workshop “Understanding and Managing Social-ecological Risks” (Sciences Po Paris, 19"-20™
June 2025)

18" Conference of the International Society for Ecological Economics (ISEE) & The 11™ International
Degrowth Conference (Oslo, Norway, 24"-27" June 2025)

World-Café of Sustainable Welfare “Discussing the innovative potential of eco-social policies” at
degrowth-ISEE conference (Oslo, Norway, 24"-27" June 2025)

13" International Nordwel Summer School “State, Society & Citizen-Cross-Disciplinary and Global Per-
spectives on Welfare State Development” (University of Southern Denmark, Odense, 19"-23 August
2025)

23 ESPAnet Annual Conference (University of Milan, Italy, 27"-29" August 2025)

Midterm Conference of (the European Sociological Association’s Research Network on) Sociology of
Social Policy and Social Welfare (Ulster University, Belfast, Northern Ireland, 19th-20th September
2025)

7" Energy & Society Conference on “Societal Responses to Environmental Crises and Energy Transi-
tions” (Kaunas, Lithuania, 24"-25" September 2025)

Regional Events

O

O

In German: Genug. Symposium zu Suffizienzpolitik und -modellierung (Berlin, Germany, 27"-28" March
2025)

In German: Auf dem Weg zum Klimasozialstaat - Was der Sozialstaat zum sozialen und 6kologischen
Umbau beitragen kann (Vienna, Austria, 14th March 2025)

CALL FOR CONTRIBUTIONS

O
O

Call for Proposals SET Workshop on “Understanding and Managing Social-ecological Risks”

Call for Submission for a Roadmap for Eradicating Poverty Beyond Growth to be presented to the UN
Human Rights Council

Call for Abstracts for the Data for Policy 2025 Conference Europe Edition “Twin transitions in data and
policy for a sustainable and inclusive future”

Call for Abstracts for the FISS Conference on Social Security 2025 on “The Polycrisis and Social Policy
in Europe, Asia, and Beyond”

Call for Abstracts Participation for the Young Scholars’ Conference on “Time & Justice. Temporal Inter-
rogations into Social-Ecological Justice”

Call for Special Issue Proposals for the Journal of Social Policy & Administration

Call for Contributions ESPPRIT Network Workshop

Call for Application for 15 PhD positions within the Marie Curie Doctoral Network “Co-construction in the
field of social welfare” (COCOSO)

Call for Application for a five-year, full-time postdoc position on Sustainable transformations and Well-
being

Call for Application for a fully funded PhD opportunity at the University of Leeds is available on "Exploring
the Socio-Ecological Potentials of Essential Provisioning Systems in OECD Nations."

Journal Publications

O

Biichs, M. et al. (2024). Public opposition to fuel taxes in Europe: how important is social disadvantage
and how do welfare regimes compare? Journal of European Social Policy: 34(5).

Borge-Diez, D. et al. (2024). Energy taxes recycling as an instrument for the mitigation of the expenditure
on energy products of vulnerable households in the European Union. Energy Research & Social Science
118: 103787.

Brown, C. T. & Chang, Y.-L. (2024). Ecosocial policy and the social risks of climate change: foundations
of the US ecosocial safety net. Journal of Social Policy.

Eichhorn, J. et al. (2024). Social Policy Attitudes in the UK: Distinguishing Welfarism from Statism. Social
Policy and Society.

Fransolet, A. & Laurent, E. (2024). Mapping and Institutionalizing Social-Ecological Inequalities for a
Just Transition in Europe. Sciences Po ofce Working Paper.

Galvin, R. et al. (2024). Juggling the basics: How much does an income increase affect energy spending
of low-income households in England? Energy Research & Social Science 118: 103766.

Gubrium, E. (2024). Shifting the gaze on welfare-state sustainability in Norway: a proposal for a relational
global view. Sustainability: Science, Practice and Policy: 20(1).

Gugushvili, D. & Meuleman, B. (2024) Eco-social divides in public policy preferences in Great Britain.
British Journal of Sociology.



Hofferberth, E. (2025). Post-growth economics as a guide for systemic change: Theoretical and meth-
odological foundations. Ecological Economics 230: 108521.

Lage, J. et al. (2024). Housing for millions without new buildings? An analysis of the theoretical housing
potential of under-occupied dwellings in the European building stock. Environmental Research Letters
20: 014045.

Laksevics, K. et al. (2025). An Eco-Social Policy Mix for 1.5°C Lifestyles: A Multi-Country Policy Delphi
Analysis. Regulation & Governance.

Mandelli, M. (2024). The comparative politics of just transition policies: building green-red winning coa-
litions in Spain and Ireland. Journal of European Public Policy.

Mandelli, M. et al. (2024). Defining, Operationalizing and Classifying Socio-Ecological Risks. Sciences
Po LIEPP Working Paper: 170

Michaelis, J. et al. (2024). Sufficiency as a “Strategy of the Enough”: Curbing ecological crises and in-
Justices. A summary of the German Advisory Council on the Environment’s discussion paper. GAIA -
Ecological Perspectives for Science and Society: 33(3).

O’Dell, D. et al. (2025). Public support for degrowth policies and sufficiency behaviours in the United
States: A discrete choice experiment. Ecological Economics 228: 108446.

Rosina, A. (2024). Europe’s demographic challenge: policies for sustainable generational renewal.
FEPS.

Willand, N. et al. (2024). Understanding essential energy through functionings: A comparative study
across six energy poverty trials in Europe. Energy Research & Social Science 118: 103834.

Zuk, P & Zuk, P. (2024). Social and spatial determinants of energy ageism: Calibrating social policy
towards older people under the conditions of energy transition in Polish society. Energy Research &
Social Science 118: 103795.

Discussion Paper

@)

Rayner, L. et al. (2024). Empowering citizens in Europe’s green transition: The role of digital solutions.
EPC.

Policy Publications

O

O

Arabadjieva, K. & Barrio, A. (2024). Rethinking social protection in the green transition. Implementing
the Council Recommendation on fair transition. ETUI.

Bria, F. et al. (2025). Time to build a European digital ecosystem. Recommendations for the EU’s digital
policy. FEPS

EEA Report (2024). Just sustainability transitions — From concept to practice. EEA.

EU Annual Report (2024). The state of region and cities. EU.

Hoekstra, R. (ed) (2024). A European Agenda to Navigate Uncertain Times. “Beyond-GDP” consortia
SPES/ToBe/WISE Horizons/WISER/MERGE.

Minas, S. (2024). Climate progress in the EU and the world. FEPS Primer series

Book Chapter

o Schmetschka, B. et al. (2024). Structures and Time for Climate-friendly Work. In Nachhaltige Arbeits-

welten: Uberlegungen zu einer zukunftsfahigen Gestaltung von Arbeit. Waxmann.
Books

o Dean, H. (2024). Sociality. Social Rights and Human Welfare. Routledge.

o Diamond, P. & Skrzypek, A. (eds.). (2024). The Politics of Polycrisis. Transforming Social Democracy in
Europe. FEPS.

o Emilsson, K. et al (eds.). (2024). Pathways to Sustainable Welfare. Inertia, Emergence and Transfor-
mation in Swedish Cities. Policy Press.

o Takle, M. (2025). Showing Social Solidarity with Future Generations. Routledge.

Sustainable Welfare and Eco-Social Policy Colloquium on Local Sustainable Welfare (online,
26" March at 14.30-16.00 CET)

The topic of our next colloquium is the Local Sustainable Welfare and will take place on 26" March at 14.30-
16.00 CET, via Zoom https://tuni.zoom.us/j/4243508254. More information will soon be available on the net-
work’s website: https://ecowelfarenetwork.org/colloguium/
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ILO Discussion Meeting “Strengthening a just transition for a sustainable future” (Online, 20"
February 2025)

During the World Day of Social Justice 2025 the ILO holds a of events. The ILO Discussion Meeting “Strength-
ening a just transition for a sustainable future” is one of them.

More information can be found here: https://live.ilo.org/event/strengthening-just-transition-sustainable-future-
2025-02-20

ETUl online course (MOOC): Bridging the gap between climate policy and social justice (Online,
3'd March 2025)

The ETUI online course on “Bridging the gap between climate policy and social justice” will take place online at
the 39 March 2025.

Climate change and the environmental hazards that it brings have disproportionate negative effects on those in
our societies who are already on a lower income and subject to structural injustice. Climate policies, while ur-
gently necessary to address climate change, often have disproportionate effects on those groups as well. The
phase-out of carbon-intensive industries has and will continue to affect profoundly certain regions, vulnerable
workers and their communities. Climate policies that rely on price signals to reduce emissions often put pressure
on households that already have less disposable income, particularly in the context of the cost-of-living and
energy crises of the last years. At the same time, a lack of resources often means that people are not able to
invest in sustainable solutions such as energy-efficient housing or electric cars, even where these are subsi-
dised.

These social impacts — and the lack of adequate measures to address them — often mean that working people
are faced with what seems like a choice between their jobs and incomes on the one hand, and environmental
and climate measures on the other hand. This seminar will discuss how we can address this dilemma, in partic-
ular by empowering workers, their organisations and their communities to participate in and benefit from the
transition to net-zero. It will also discuss how trade unions and collective bargaining contribute to a just transition
for workers, and the conditions necessary to ensure that social justice and environmental protection go hand-
in-hand.

More information can be found here: https://www.etui.org/events/bridging-gap-between-climate-policy-and-so-
cial-justice

WELLBASED one-day event “Right to Energy, Right to Health - Policy and research insights
from the WELLBASED project” (Valencia, Spain, 20" February 2025)

The WELLBASED one-day event on “Right to Energy, Right to Health - Policy and research insights from the
WELLBASED project” takes place on 20" February 2025.

This event will have two major focal points:

« Data bridging local practice and research:

After 4 years of research in six pilots we are proud to share data from the quantitative and qualitative work
witnessing the effects of the WELLBASED interventions on people in energy poverty. We will explore what were
common experiences and what were differences across the nations. Echoing findings with experts and other
participants in the room will provide additional insights into the reality of researchers and practitioners working
with people in fragile or complicated situations.

» Advocating for the right to health

More information can be found here: https://wellbased.eu/resources-2/events/
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Social Transformations BSA Annual Conference 2025 (University of Manchester, England, 237-
25" April 2025)

The BSA Annual Conference on Social Transformations takes place at the University of Manchester in England
from 23" to 25" April 2025. “Societies are in more flux than ever. We are witnessing substantial geopolitical
shifts and undoubtedly moving into a new era. Changes in governments and heads of state, global and local
conflicts, social protest, populist political expansion, as well as economic, climate, humanitarian and sanitary
crises are all coalescing in ways that affect communities and societies.”

More information can be found here: https://www.britsoc.co.uk/events/key-bsa-events/bsa-annual-conference-
2025-social-transformations/

FISS Conference on Social Security 2025 on “The Polycrisis and Social Policy in Europe, Asia,
and Beyond” (Sigtuna, Sweden, 4" - 6" June 2025)

The FISS Conference on Social Security 2025 on “The Polycrisis and Social Policy in Europe, Asia, and Beyond”
is taking place in Sigtuna, Sweden from 4" - 6 June 2025. This is the 31st edition of the FISS conference.
These conferences are intimate events that provide an excellent opportunity for young researchers to engage
in meaningful discussions with senior researchers and practitioners in a supportive environment. With around
70 participants, the conference is small with attendees from all corners of the world. It is held in the charming
town of Sigtuna, Sweden’s former Viking capital. This unique location offers a rare and beautiful atmosphere
that fosters conviviality and vibrant intellectual exchange.

FISS focuses on social security in the broadest sense, encompassing all interventions aimed at strengthening
social rights. This inclusive approach ensures a rich and diverse exploration of ideas and practices in the field
of social policy.

More information can be found here: https://www.fisssocialsecurity.org/conferences/upcoming/

Young Scholars’ Conference: “Time & Justice. Temporal Interrogations into Social-Ecological
Justice” (University of Hamburg, Germany, 81"-10™" October 2025)

The Young Scholars’ Conference on “Time & Justice. Temporal Interrogations into Social-Ecological Justice” is
taking place at the DFG Humanities Centre for Advanced Studies "Futures of Sustainability" at University of
Hamburg, Germany from 8" — 10 October 2025.

More information can be found here: https://www.zukuenfte-nachhaltigkeit.uni-hamburg.de/kolleg/news-
room/2024-12-02-call-time-and-justice.html

Data for Policy 2025 Conference Europe Edition “Twin transitions in data and policy for a sus-
tainable and inclusive future” (Leiden University, The Hague, The Netherlands, 121"-13" June
2025)

The Data for Policy 2025 Conference about “Twin transitions in data and policy for a sustainable and inclusive
future” will take place at Leiden University from 12" — 13" June 2025. This year’s conference will focus on the
twin transition—the convergence of digital and green transformations—and its implications for sustainability
across various sectors. Data-driven insights play a crucial role in guiding these transitions, enabling policymak-
ers to design targeted strategies and monitor progress in real-time. This conference invites contributions that
address these transitions and the integration of sustainability in policymaking.

More information can be found here: https://dataforpolicy.org/data-for-policy-2025-europe/

SET Workshop “Understanding and Managing Social-ecological Risks” (Sciences Po Paris,
19t-20™" June 2025)

The SET Workshop on “Understanding and Managing Social-ecological Risks” takes place at Sciences Po Paris
from 19" to 20" June 2025.
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Ecological crises, starting with climate change, are expected to generate a new wave of social risks that will
challenge welfare states across the globe. These so-called “social-ecological risks” are poised to alter both the
incidence and distribution of existing social risks. They originate both directly from biophysical transformations,
such as extreme weather events and other environmental hazards, and indirectly from the distributive effects of
environmental policies, which disproportionately affect certain social groups.

These social-ecological risks are also bound to transform the traditional landscape of social policy. The current
ecological crisis is already placing pressure on welfare institutions for a profound recalibration, similar to the
changes prompted by the so-called “new risks” in the post-industrial transition (Bonoli, 2005). While the en-
trenched silos separating the governance of social and environmental policies may hinder such recalibration,
existing policies could, in many cases, provide protection against social-ecological risks.

A growing body of scholarship has begun to explore the social-ecological nexus, establishing a vibrant research
community. However, significant gaps remain in our understanding of social-ecological risks and the public
policy responses to address them. What are the ecological and social risks of our time? Who is at risk? How
are ecological issues and policies reshaping the nature and distribution of social risks? How are welfare states
protecting against social-ecological risks and contributing to social-ecological transitions? Are there new policies
to be developed to cope with social-ecological risks?

This workshop seeks to promote an interdisciplinary discussion on social-ecological risks and policies. We invite
contributions offering theoretical, conceptual, and empirical insights, based on qualitative, quantitative, and
mixed-methods approaches. We particularly welcome cross-national comparative studies, single-country case
analyses, and interdisciplinary perspectives.

Application deadline: 24" February 2025
Location: Sciences Po, Paris. Hybrid option possible
Please note that, if needed, the organizers can cover the expenses for a 1-night stay in Paris for selected

participants who wish to join in person

Sent application to matteo.mandelli@sciencespo

18" Conference of the International Society for Ecological Economics (ISEE) & The 11" Inter-
national Degrowth Conference (Oslo, Norway, 24127t June 2025)

The conference will take place in Oslo from the 24" to 27" June 2025 and is jointly organized as the 18" Con-
ference of the International Society for Ecological Economics (ISEE) and the 11™ International Degrowth Con-
ference. The main theme is: "Building socially just postgrowth futures - linking theory and action".

More information can be found here: https://isee-degrowth2025.no/about/conference

World-Café of Sustainable Welfare “Discussing the innovative potential of eco-social policies”
at degrowth-ISEE conference (Oslo, Norway, 24t"-27" June 2025)

The World-Café of Sustainable Welfare on “Discussing the innovative potential of eco-social policies” at the
degrowth-ISEE conference in Oslo, Norway from 24"-27" June 2025 invites to become a co-host or join us as
participants. Researchers and practitioners interested in working time reduction, maximum income, green job
guarantees, and universal basic services are welcomed and also civil society organizations in Oslo working on
climate justice, just transition, and wellbeing economy.

‘Sustainable welfare’ is a new paradigm in social policy that addresses the challenge of providing human welfare
without compromising planetary wellbeing. It focuses on policy solutions that seek synergies between social
justice, ecological sustainability, and democratic participation (Fritz & Lee, 2023). Eco-social policies are the
specific tools that turn the goal of sustainable welfare into practice. This interactive session is designed to create
a welcoming opportunity for exchange among researchers, practitioners, and the public. Through the world-café
method, we will introduce and discuss innovative eco-social policy proposals that have largely remained within
academic circles. The session supports a participatory, researcher-led policy process, aiming to articulate new
visions of a just post-growth future in terms of concrete eco-social policies for sustainable welfare.
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For more information contact Jayeon Lee: Jayeon.lee@socwork.gu.se

13" International Nordwel Summer School “State, Society & Citizen-Cross-Disciplinary and
Global Perspectives on Welfare State Development” (University of Southern Denmark, Odense,
19t-231 August 2025)

The 13th International Nordwel Summer School on “State, Society & Citizen-Cross-Disciplinary and Global Per-
spectives on Welfare State Development” will take place at the University of Southern Denmark in Odense from
19th to 23rd August 2025.

Welfare states can be studied using a range of theoretical and methodological approaches, from various chron-
ological perspectives, and with a focus on different empirical phenomena and localities. The Nordwel Summer
School aims to foster discussions across disciplines and promote innovative cross-disciplinary research on the
development of welfare states over time and in a global context. The summer school brings together PhD stu-
dents and well-established international scholars for scientific exchange.

PhD students from diverse disciplinary backgrounds are invited to participate in the discussions on the devel-
opment of welfare states, their preconditions, current status, and how we ought to study them. PhD students
will present their papers in parallel sessions and receive feedback from senior scholars and junior colleagues.

Teachers include Julia Moses (Sheffield University), Paul Marx (Bonn University), Katharina Zimmermann
(Hamburg University), Pauli Kettunen (University of Helsinki), Herbert Obinger (University of Bremen), Klaus
Petersen, Cecilie Bjerre & Peter Starke (all University of Southern Denmark).

Papers may adopt a broad historical or contemporary perspective and come from different disciplines such as
history, social policy, sociology, political science, and political philosophy. Guidelines for papers will be provided
with the letters of approval by 30 April 2024. Participants who successfully complete the summer school suc-
cessfully are credited with 5 ECTS credits.

The course fee is 350 euros which includes accommodation (4 nights, single room) as well as most meals.
Participants are expected to cover their own travel costs (a limited number of travel grants will be available —
please state in the application).

Application Deadline: 31 March 2025.

Application Requirements: Applicants should submit an abstract (max 400 words) for a paper and a short
biography (including a list of publications) by e-mail to Peter Ejersbo (pejersbo@sam.sdu.dk).
23rd ESPAnet Annual Conference (University of Milan, Italy, 27"-29t" August 2025)

The 23" ESPAnet Annual Conference is taking place at the University of Milan from 27" — 29" August 2025
with the theme “The Welfare State in the 21st Century. On the Verge of a New Era or Back to Basics?”.

More information can be found here: https://www.espanetmilano2025.it/

Midterm Conference of (the European Sociological Association’s Research Network on) Soci-
ology of Social Policy and Social Welfare (Ulster University, Belfast, Northern Ireland, 19th-20th
September 2025)

The Midterm Conference of the European Sociological Association’s Research Network on Sociology of Social
Policy and Social Welfare, titled "Harnessing Sociological Imagination and Theory in the Study of Social Policy
and Welfare", is taking place at Ulster University in Northern Ireland form 19th to 20th September 2025.

More information can be found here: https://www.europeansociology.org/research-networks/rn26-sociology-so-

cial-policy-and-social-welfare

7t Energy & Society Conference on “Societal Responses to Environmental Crises and Energy
Transitions” (Kaunas, Lithuania, 24"-25"" September 2025)
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The midterm conference “7th Energy & Society Conference“ of ESA RN12 on Environment and Society, jointly
organized with the Energy and Society Network on “Societal Responses to Environmental Crises and Energy
Transitions” is taking place in Kaunas, Lithuania from 24™ - 25" September 2025.

More information can be found here: https://energyandsocietyconference.ktu.edu/

Genug. Symposium zu Suffizienzpolitik und -modellierung (Berlin, Germany, 27t-28™" March
2025)

The symposium will take place in German. At the symposium, the results of the five-year junior research group
on energy sufficiency (EnSu) will be presented and discussed with experts from science and practice. You can
also register for individual days or just for the evening event on Thursday, March 27.

The program is available here: https://energysufficiency.de/genug-symposium/

Registration Deadline: 6th March 2025

Register here: hitps://www.eventbrite.de/e/genug-symposium-zu-suffizienzpolitik-und-modellierung-tickets-
1106938194939%aff=oddtdtcreator

Auf dem Weg zum Klimasozialstaat - Was der Sozialstaat zum sozialen und 6kologischen Um-
bau beitragen kann (Vienna, Austria, 14th March 2025)

Immer heil3er werdende Sommer und Extremwetterereignisse wie Dirre, Starkregen und Hochwasser - das
Jahr 2024 hat einmal mehr gezeigt, dass die Klimakrise mittlerweile auch in Osterreich dramatische Auswirkun-
gen hat. FUr den 6sterreichischen Sozialstaat bedeutet das dringenden Handlungsbedarf. Sowohl durch direkte
Folgen der Klimakrise wie z.B Hitzebelastungen oder Unwetterschaden wie auch durch klimapolitische Malf3-
nahmen wie z.B CO2-Bepreisung oder Auflagen zur Sanierung von Gebauden entstehen neue soziale Risiken
und Kosten. Bereits vulnerable Gesellschaftsgruppen sind davon oft besonders stark betroffen.

Wie kdnnen diese neuen Risiken sozialpolitisch abgefedert werden, und wie kann eine solche Abfederung mog-
lichst sozial gerecht ausgestaltet sein? Inwiefern kann dabei an Mechanismen der Sozialversicherung ange-
knlpft werden? Und wo sind neue wohlfahrtsstaatliche Modelle zu entwickeln, etwa in Bereichen der Grundver-
sorgung wie Gesundheit oder Bildung? Weitergedacht: In welcher Form kann Sozialpolitik den 6kologischen
Umbau unterstiitzen? Eine besondere Herausforderung ist dabei, Widerspriiche zwischen sozialen und 6kolo-
gischen Zielen aufzulésen und mdgliche Synergien in der Sozialpolitik zu nutzen.

Ziel dieser Veranstaltung ist es zum einen, einen Uberblick tber das entstehende Politikfeld zu geben. Zum
anderen wollen wir uns der Frage nach der Rolle des Sozialstaates bei der Bewaltigung der Herausforderungen
von Klimaschutz und Klimaanpassung widmen.

More information can be found here: https://veranstaltung.akwien.at/de/auf-dem-weg-zum-klimasozialstaat/

Call for Proposals SET Workshop on “Understanding and Managing Social-ecological Risks”

Set is calling for Proposals for their workshop on “Understanding and Managing Social-ecological Risks” which
will take place on 19" and 20" June 2025 at SciencesPo Paris (hybrid option possible). Further information on
content can be found above under external events.

Workshop details:

Scholars interested in social-ecological risks and policies are encouraged to submit their applications and, if
selected, will have the opportunity to present their research work and engage in thought-provoking discussions
with expert peers. We look forward to receiving contributions from scholars, especially early-career ones, across
disciplines, including social policy, political economy, environmental studies, sociology, economics, philosophy,
and related fields.

Submission guidelines: Abstracts of no more than 700 words (with information about the authors’ contact, posi-
tion, and affiliation) should clearly outline the research question, methodology, and (expected) findings or theo-
retical contributions.

Application Deadline: 24" February 2025, applications should be set to matteo.mandelli@sciencespo
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Organizers: Sciences Po’s Social-Ecological Transitions Initiative (SET)

The Social-Ecological Transitions Initiative brings together and promotes cooperation between researchers from
various disciplines and Sciences Po laboratories. SET also intends to engage with external academics, profes-
sionals and experts. The ultimate goal of SET is to encourage dialogue and to advance our knowledge and
understanding of social-ecological transitions. SET is a collaboration different Sciences Po research laborato-
ries: the Centre de Sociologie des Organisations (CSO), the Centre d'Etudes Européennes (CEE), the Observa-
toire Francais des Conjonctures Economiques (OFCE) and the Laboratoire Interdisciplinaire d'Evaluation des
Politiques Publiques (LIEPP). SET also operates in partnership with Sciences Po's Atelier interdisciplinaire de
recherches sur l'environnement (AIRE) and with the support of the Institut pour les transformations envi-
ronnementales. It is coordinated by Anne-Laure Beaussier, Tom Chevalier, Eloi Laurent, Matteo Mandelli and
Bruno Palier.

Call for Submission for a Roadmap for Eradicating Poverty Beyond Growth to be presented to
the UN Human Rights Council

Oliver De Schutter, appointed as the UN Special Rapporteur on extreme poverty and human rights, calls for
submissions for a Roadmap for Eradicating Poverty Beyond Growth to be presented to the UN Human Rights
Council. The deadline is the 30" March 2025.

More information can be found here: https://www.Ssrpoverty.org/2025/01/13/a-roadmap-for-eradicating-poverty-
beyond-growth/

Call for Abstracts for the Data for Policy 2025 Conference Europe Edition “Twin transitions in
data and policy for a sustainable and inclusive future”

The Data for Policy 2025 Conference about “Twin transitions in data and policy for a sustainable and inclusive
future” will take place at Leiden University from 12" — 13" June 2025. This year's conference will focus on the
twin transition—the convergence of digital and green transformations—and its implications for sustainability
across various sectors. Data-driven insights play a crucial role in guiding these transitions, enabling policymak-
ers to design targeted strategies and monitor progress in real-time. This conference invites contributions that
address these transitions and the integration of sustainability in policymaking.

The following submission formats are invited:

o Individual Extended Abstracts: Present preliminary research, innovative ideas, or perspectives on the
conference theme and related topics.

o Full Papers: Provide in-depth analysis or case studies on digital and green transitions. Full papers will
undergo an integrated review process for both conference presentation and publication in the Data &
Policy journal.

o Panel Proposals: Submit pre-configured panels that explore the challenges and opportunities of the twin
transitions, as well as regional issues related to data, policy, and sustainability.

Submission Deadline: 21 February 2025
More information can be found here:

https://dataforpolicy.org/data-for-policy-2025-europe/
https://dataforpolicy.org/submission-quidelines-for-authors-2025/

Call for Abstracts for the FISS Conference on Social Security 2025 on “The Polycrisis and So-
cial Policy in Europe, Asia, and Beyond”

The FISS Conference on Social Security 2025 on “The Polycrisis and Social Policy in Europe, Asia, and Beyond”
is taking place in Sigtuna, Sweden from 4™ - 6" June 2025. This is the 31st edition of the FISS conference.
These conferences are intimate events that provide an excellent opportunity for young researchers to engage
in meaningful discussions with senior researchers and practitioners in a supportive environment. With around
70 participants, the conference is small with attendees from all corners of the world. It is held in the charming
town of Sigtuna, Sweden’s former Viking capital. This unique location offers a rare and beautiful atmosphere
that fosters conviviality and vibrant intellectual exchange.
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FISS focuses on social security in the broadest sense, encompassing all interventions aimed at strengthening
social rights. This inclusive approach ensures a rich and diverse exploration of ideas and practices in the field
of social policy.

This year’s theme focuses on the challenges posed by the ongoing polycrisis and its implications for social
policy worldwide. Submissions are encouraged on the following topics:
o Crisis Policy Responses: Evaluation of policy measures during the COVID-19 pandemic and the inflation
crisis, with a focus on lessons learned.
o Ecological Transition and Social Policy: Development of new policies to mitigate the social impacts of
the transition to a sustainable and climate-neutral economy.
o The Digital Revolution: Exploring its effects on work and social protection systems, with special attention
to safeguarding the rights and welfare of platform workers.
o Other contributions related to social security and social policy are also welcomed.

Submission Deadline: 16" March 2025

More information can be found here: https://www.fisssocialsecurity.org/conferences/upcoming/

Participation for the Young Scholars’ Conference on “Time & Justice. Temporal Interrogations
into Social-Ecological Justice”

The Young Scholars’ Conference on “Time & Justice. Temporal Interrogations into Social-Ecological Justice” is
taking place at the DFG Humanities Centre for Advanced Studies "Futures of Sustainability" at University of
Hamburg, Germany from 8" — 10" October 2025.

This interdisciplinary conference aims to create an enriching platform for young scholars, including doctoral
students and postdocs, fostering dialogue around key issues in environmental justice, particularly in relation to
temporality and social-ecological sustainability.

Participants are invited to submit an abstract (max. 500 words) and a short biography to zukuenfte.der.nachhal-
tigkeit@uni-hamburg.de with the subject line "Time & Justice Abstract."

Submission Deadline: 15" February 2025

More information can be found here: https://www.zukuenfte-nachhaltigkeit.uni-hamburg.de/kolleg/news-
room/2024-12-02-call-time-and-justice.html

Call for Special Issue Proposals for the Journal of Social Policy & Administration

The Journal of Social Policy & Administration calls for proposals for a special issue to be published as no. 2 in
2027. The proposal shall include a brief abstract of all proposed papers, making clear their question and method.
Furthermore, who is expected to contribute to the issue. The editorial board of the journal will decide on its
meeting in June/July 2025 which, if any, of the proposals should be accepted. The proposals will be judged
according to the following criteria:

e the scope and novelty of the proposed theme

e the coherence between the papers

e editorial experience

The proposals should be sent to Editor-in-chief Professor Bent Greve (bgr@ruc.dk) and associate editor Pro-
fessor Menno Fenger (fenger@essb.eur.nl) at the latest on the 15" May 2025.

More information can be found here: https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/14679515

Call for Contribution for the ESPPRIT Network’s Workshop on "Spatialising Alternative Imagi-
naries of Planning and Development for Prosperity Beyond Growth"

The ESPPRIT Network calls for contributions for their Workshop on "Spatialising Alternative Imaginaries of
Planning and Development for Prosperity Beyond Growth" taking place in Oxford from 18" to 19" June 2025.
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The focus of the workshop is on sharing our own research interests, intersections, and to collectively explore
the spatial dimensions of eco-social transformations and alternative imaginaries of development beyond growth.
Contributions can be made to Astrid Krisch directly (astrid.krisch@kellogg.ox.ac.uk) and need only briefly outline
in 250-300 words your research focus, methodology (if applicable), results, relevance to the workshop and what
you would like to get out of your time there. Participation in the workshop is free, and we will provide catered
lunches, snacks, coffee and a group dinner to those in attendance. All travel and accommodation costs will need
to be covered by participants. To increase accessibility, travel bursaries are available for Early-Career Re-
searchers who are members of the RSA (contact us for more info) and childcare services can be arranged upon
request with advance notice.

Deadline: 24" February 2025

More information can be found here: https://www.gchu.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/ESPPRIT-Work-
shop-June-2025-Call-for-contributions.pdf

Call for Application for 15 PhD positions within the Marie Curie Doctoral Network “Co-construc-
tion in the field of social welfare” (COCOSO)

The Marie Curie Doctoral Network “Co-construction in the field of social welfare” (COCOSO) calls for application
for 15 PhD positions at University Paris Nanterre. The network has a diverse range of PhD topics all within the
field of co-construction. Each PhD project has been developed with a social service where the doctoral re-
searcher will spend 50% of their time.

Application deadline: 2" March 2025

More information can be found here: https://cref.parisnanterre.fr/accueil/cocoso-15-phd-positions-in-2025

Call for Application for a five-year, full-time postdoc position on Sustainable transformations
and Wellbeing

The research collective (VUB & ULB) SWIFT (Sustainable World Initiative & Fellowship for Transformation) is
happy to launch an open call for a five-year, full-time postdoc position on Sustainable transformations and Well-
being. This research Chair (the postdoc + 2 PhD students) will be situated within the VUB-HOST and the Urban
Socio-Ecological Transformation (USET) research hub, and will be jointly coordinated by Professors Cathy
Macharis (VUB) and Wouter Achten (ULB-SONYA).

Application Deadline: 1%t March 2025

More information can be found here: https://swift.ulb.be/job/principal-investigator-sustainable-transformation-
and-wellbeing/

Call for Application for a fully funded PhD opportunity at the University of Leeds is available on
"Exploring the Socio-Ecological Potentials of Essential Provisioning Systems in OECD Na-
tions."

The University of Leeds calls for application for a fully funded PdD opportunity on "Exploring the Socio-Ecolog-
ical Potentials of Essential Provisioning Systems in OECD Nations."

Research Question 1: How does the mitigation potential of collective provisioning systems in emissions and
resource use in OECD nations compare to individualised, privatised, or market-driven systems across essential
sectors?

Research Question 2: Which design and governance principles enable collective provisioning systems to min-
imise resource use and emissions while ensuring inclusive, adequate need satisfaction, and how can these
principles inform policy and practice?

The project will be co-supervised by Richard Barnthaler, Milena Bichs, and Diana Ivanova, and includes a
Research in Practice placement at the New Economics Foundation (NEF), mentored by Anna Coote. This place-
ment offers hands-on experience in think tank work and skills in strategic policy communication.
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Application Deadline: 14" March 2025

For further information about the project, please contact Richard Barnthaler, email: r.barnthaler@leeds.ac.uk

More information can be found here: https://phd.leeds.ac.uk/funding/409-esrc-white-rose-dtp-studentship-ex-
ploring-the-socio-ecological-potentials-of-essential-provisioning-systems-in-oecd-nations

“Public opposition to fuel taxes in Europe: how important is social disadvantage and how do
welfare regimes compare?” by Milena Biichs et al.

The research article “Public opposition to fuel taxes in Europe: how important is social disadvantage and how
do welfare regimes compare?” by Milena Blchs et al. has been published in Journal of European Social Policy.

DOI: https://doi.org/10.1177/09589287241270942

Abstract

Fuel taxes are seen as an important instrument in the fight against climate change, including in the European
Green Deal. From a social-ecological policy perspective, it is important to understand current high levels of
public opposition to fuel taxes. If social disadvantage is an important driver of opposition, this would strengthen
arguments that fuel taxes need to be designed in a fairer way. However, it remains unclear how important social
disadvantage — here defined as a combination of low income, fuel poverty risk, low education, low occupational
status and job insecurity — is for explaining opposition compared to factors such as political trust and climate
change attitudes, and how the role of social disadvantage varies with welfare regimes in Europe. In this article,
we examine how strongly social disadvantage is associated with opposition to fuel taxes once political trust and
climate change attitudes are controlled for, and we compare results across welfare regimes. The article uses
data from the 2016 European Social Survey and employs logistic regression and decomposition analysis. We
find that social disadvantage contributes nearly as much to fuel tax opposition as climate change attitudes and
political trust together, with 10.9 and 16.6 percentage points respectively. However, the role of social disad-
vantage varies by welfare regime. It matters most in Southern and Eastern Europe, where opposition is partic-
ularly high, as are poverty and inequality. We discuss implications for social-ecological policy strategies that aim
to increase public acceptability of fuel taxes in Europe.

“Energy taxes recycling as an instrument for the mitigation of the expenditure on energy prod-
ucts of vulnerable households in the European Union” by David Borge-Diez et al.

The research article “Energy taxes recycling as an instrument for the mitigation of the expenditure on energy
products of vulnerable households in the European Union” by David Borge-Diez et al. has been published by
Energy Research & Social Science.

DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.erss.2024.103787

Abstract

Environmental problems, particularly climate change, have raised awareness of the need to decarbonize the
energy sector. Several policies have been followed worldwide, including high energy taxes in European coun-
tries. However, simultaneously, many countries still suffer from energy poverty, and energy taxation only aggra-
vates this problem. Considering this situation, this research proposes implementing green tax reform in Euro-
pean countries where energy tax revenues would be used to alleviate energy poverty. This article analyzes the
situation of European Union Member States regarding some relevant variables such as energy tax revenues
and energy poverty indicators (inability to keep the home adequately safe, low final energy consumption in
households, arrears on utility bills, and electricity prices). The results show a significant variation in the total
share required for energy bills, ranging from 5 % to 40 %. Countries with high energy tax revenues suffering
from energy poverty are identified as potential candidates for the proposed reform. It was found that Bulgaria,
Cyprus, Greece, ltaly, Portugal, Romania, and Slovakia are good candidates for reform. This situation is com-
bined with an inefficient tax policy, resulting in a large amount of money being transferred for direct and indirect
fossil fuels and environmentally harmful subsidies. An energy tax recycling scheme focused on reducing energy
consumption using energy efficiency measures, for example, under a scheme of Public Energy Services, can
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be optimally combined to redistribute the energy tax income to reduce energy poverty and contribute to decar-
bonization if combined with a new scheme that removes harmful fossil fuel subsidies.

“Ecosocial policy and the social risks of climate change: foundations of the US ecosocial safety
net” by C. Taylor Brown and Yu-Ling Chang

The research article “Ecosocial policy and the social risks of climate change: foundations of the US ecosocial
safety net” by C. Taylor Brown and Yu-Ling Chang has been published by the Journal of Social Policy.

DOI: https://doi.org/10.1017/S0047279424000126

Abstract

As climate change progresses, natural hazards are projected to continue to increase in frequency and intensity,
posing a new form of social risk, implicating both the welfare and environmental state and raising the salience
of ecosocial policy as a mechanism to attend to the distributional effects of climate change mitigation and ad-
aptation. This study posits a novel conceptual framework for ecosocial policy and offers the US ecosocial safety
net as a case analysis. While we conceptualise disaster relief policy as a mode of the environmental state, it
includes unique ecosocial policies that constitute the backbone of the US ecosocial safety net. This study de-
scribes and compares the developmental and functional synergies between the US welfare and environmental
state manifested in the form of an ecosocial safety net by explicating the Individual Assistance Program and the
National Flood Insurance Program. Our findings reveal synergies between US disaster relief and welfare, in-
cluding parallel developmental trends, philosophies of deserving/undeserving, functions of racial capitalism and
relationships with economic growth. This study and its conceptual framework of ecosocial policy offer a ground-
work for the study of ecosocial policy in other contexts.

“Social Policy Attitudes in the UK: Distinguishing Welfarism from Statism” by Jan Eichhorn et
al.

The research article “Social Policy Attitudes in the UK: Distinguishing Welfarism from Statism” by Jan Eichhorn
et al. has been published in Social Policy and Society.

DOI: https://doi.org/10.1017/S1474746424000460

Abstract

The respective delivery roles of public and private providers is a key battleground in the ongoing transformation
of welfare states. But despite a burgeoning literature on public attitudes to aspects of welfare state activity,
delivery has to date received scant attention. This article makes a first step in addressing this knowledge gap.
Drawing on original survey data from the United Kingdom, it analyses attitudes towards the delivery of social
policies and explores their relationship to other welfare attitudes. We show that views on delivery display less
variation than attitudes to welfare generosity and redistribution, that public support for private sector involvement
in delivery is limited to certain fields and that there is very little consistent support for outright privatisation. The
article thus demonstrates that there is very little congruence between attitudes to ‘welfarism’ and attitudes to
‘statism’.

“Mapping and Institutionalizing Social-Ecological Inequalities for a Just Transition in Europe”
by Aurore Fransolet and Eloi Laurent

The working paper “Mapping and Institutionalizing Social-Ecological Inequalities for a Just Transition in Eu-rope”
by Aurore Fransolet and Eloi Laurent has been published by Sciences Po ofce.

Link: https://www.ofce.sciences-po.fr/pdf/dtravail/ OFCEWP2024-16.pdf

“Juggling the basics: How much does an income increase affect energy spending of low-in-
come households in England?” by Ray Galvin et al.

The research article “Juggling the basics: How much does an income increase affect energy spending of low-
income households in England?” by Ray Galvin et al. has been published by Energy Research & Social Science.

DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.erss.2024.103766
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Abstract

European governments have deployed targeted and untargeted financial support to protect vulnerable house-
holds from the impacts of the recent energy crisis. However, there is little knowledge of income elasticity of
energy expenditure among households experiencing energy poverty. We therefore examine the link between
energy expenditure and household income levels, considering a spectrum of factors including energy poverty
status, energy efficiency of homes, and socio-demographics. We use England's official energy poverty defini-
tion, ‘Low-income, low-energy-efficiency’, and analyse the government's ‘Fuel Poverty Dataset’ from 2019. We
find that, for all income groups, by far the greatest impact on energy expenditure is the dwelling's energy-effi-
ciency rating, followed by floor area. An increase in income has negligible effects on energy expenditure for all
income groups, but greatest for those in energy poverty, suggesting that even though most of their energy-
oriented financial support is used for other pressing needs, this still offers some relief from energy poverty. We
conclude that energy-efficiency improvements in homes would yield the most substantial and enduring financial
benefits for these households, highlighting the need for targeted retrofitting policies. Additionally, older home-
owners in energy poverty may need help to move into smaller, energy-efficient homes that are less expensive
to heat.

“Shifting the gaze on welfare-state sustainability in Norway: a proposal for a relational global
view” by Erika Gubrium

The research article “Shifting the gaze on welfare-state sustainability in Norway: a proposal for a relational global
view” by Erika Gubrium has been published in Sustainability: Science, Practice and Policy.

DOI: https://doi.org/10.1080/15487733.2024.2412355

Abstract

Norway is an excellent case for studying the ambiguities and competing interests attached to climate change
and global sustainability. The country is at the forefront in the use of “clean energy,” yet has long been one of
the world’s largest oil exporters and its dominant ideas have been challenged given the climate-change crisis.
The article offers a preliminary review of the historical and current connections that exist between the develop-
ment of national welfare states in Europe (and Norway in particular) and the long-standing practice of extractivist
efforts that have harmed nature in indigenous lands within Norwegian borders and colonized, or previously
colonized lands, outside Europe). As a comparative exercise, this article mobilizes the idea of social imaginaries
to conceptualize and explore how the Norwegian welfare state has, in the social policy literature and in public
discourse, been linked to the notion of sustainability, given the context of rapid climate change. By drawing on
three illustrative cases, the article demonstrates how such imaginaries are present in current discussions. It
suggests that unpacking such imaginaries within a historical and relational global view may contribute to under-
standing the role of nationalism and colonialism in Norway’s sustainability narratives, to potentially trigger
change in the way we conceptualize welfare-state sustainability.

“Eco-social divides in public policy preferences Great Britain” by Dimitri Gugushvili & Bart
Meuleman

The research article “Eco-social divides in public policy preferences Great Britain” by Dimitri Gugushvili & Bart
Meuleman has been published by the British Journal of Sociology.

DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/1468-4446.13172

Abstract

Environmental and social policy measures can both complement and contradict each other. Recent environ-
mental sociology literature suggests that this dual relationship can give rise to eco-social divides in European
societies, as some people either endorse or reject both types of measures, while some support one set of
policies but not the other. In the current paper, we use data from the British Social Attitudes survey to investigate
eco-social divides in Great Britain. The results confirm the presence of four sizeable attitudinal groups with
distinct combinations of welfare and environmental preferences. The sizes of the groups have nevertheless
changed considerably over time, with people who are simultaneously in favour of welfare and environmental
measures becoming more numerous, and the opponents of both measures becoming fewer. Cultural conserv-
atism/progressiveness, age and political party allegiance are key predictors of eco-social attitudinal group mem-
bership.
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“Post-growth economics as a guide for systemic change: Theoretical and methodological foun-
dations” by Elena Hofferberth

The research article “Post-growth economics as a guide for systemic change: Theoretical and methodological
foundations” by Elena Hofferberth has been published by Ecological Economics.

DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ecolecon.2025.108521

Abstract

Addressing contemporary social-ecological crises requires systemic change. Post-Growth Economics (PGE)
has emerged as a paradigm to address this challenge. To strengthen the theoretical and methodological foun-
dations of PGE and overcome some of the cleavages between Marxist (and other) analyses and critiques of
capitalism and De-/Post-Growth, this article develops a theoretical framework of 21st century capitalism and
elaborates on the implications for De-/Post-Growth. For that purpose, it synthesises insights from within and
outside PGE, drawing on heterodox schools of economic thought whose potential has so far not been fully
harnessed by PGE scholars, most notably Marxist Political Economy. One central result is that the renunciation
of economic growth and the reorientation of the economy towards sustainability and wellbeing necessitate a
deeper transformation of the social relations of capitalism. Breaking the system's growth dependence requires
the dissolution of the system's dependence on profit, wage labour, the private ownership and unequal distribu-
tion of essential resources, and money as universal equivalent. It means reconfiguring interhuman relations and
relations to non-human nature. To offer transformative solutions at the current historical juncture, PGE would
benefit from accounting more comprehensively for the distinct challenges arising from capitalism's contemporary
forms, particularly financialisation and increasing rentierism.

»Housing for millions without new buildings? An analysis of the theoretical housing potential
of under-occupied dwellings in the European building stock” by Jonas Lage et al.

The research article ,Housing for millions without new buildings? An analysis of the theoretical housing potential
of under-occupied dwellings in the European building stock” by Jonas Lage et al. has been published in Envi-
ronmental Research Letters.

DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.1088/1748-9326/ad9c97

Abstract

The standard response to the shortage of housing across the political spectrum is to build new housing units.
From an environmental perspective, there is a need to decarbonise the housing sector as quickly as possible
and to reduce land and resource consumption. This contradiction could be resolved by making more efficient
use of dwellings that are under-occupied (for example, after children have moved out). In this article, we analyse
the theoretical housing potential of under-occupied living space. To this end, we use established occupancy
regulations of Swiss cooperatives and municipal housing authorities, where the number of residents must al-
ways be at least equal to the number of rooms minus one or minus two. This defines an upper limit for ‘needs-
based living’ that has been tested in practice and is comparatively broadly legitimised. Using this threshold, and
based on Data from the EU Statistics on Income and Living Conditions, we identify a theoretical housing poten-
tial in the EU stock of approximately 152 million rooms. This implies a theoretical space in the building stock for
50 million additional three-room flats, which equates to housing for 100 million people or 23 % of the EU popu-
lation. Significant potential exists in all types of regions: cities, towns and rural areas. The under-occupancy is
lower in countries with a higher share of small and medium sized flats, which indicates a high influence of the
infrastructure on the occupancy. A comparison with the occupancy in Swiss housing markets that have minimum
occupancy requirements implemented suggests that a large part of the theoretical potential could be realized
by shaping infrastructural and market conditions. We conclude that housing politics should focus on the devel-
opment of affordable and attractive alternatives for older people and smaller households in order to free up
dwellings for families and address social and ecological problems in the housing market simultaneously.

“An Eco-Social Policy Mix for 1.5°C Lifestyles: A Multi-Country Policy Delphi Analysis” by
Karlis Laksevics et al.

The research article “An Eco-Social Policy Mix for 1.5°C Lifestyles: A Multi-Country Policy Delphi Analysis” by
Karlis Laksevics et al. has been published in Regulation & Gouvernance.

DOI: https://doi.org/10.1111/rego.12655
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Abstract

Bridging the gap between welfare and climate policies is essential for simultaneously pursuing increased well-
being and reduced carbon emissions. This study uses a policy Delphi approach, involving experts and stake-
holders from five European countries: Germany, Hungary, Latvia, Spain, and Sweden, to assess the perceived
desirability and feasibility of six eco-social policies for enabling 1.5°C lifestyles. The results show that eco-social
policies are challenged by current growth and work paradigms, which transcend welfare-regime-related, ideo-
logical, social, and institutional rationales. Of the selected policies, stakeholders found low-efficiency housing
retrofits the most desirable, but income caps the least desirable. Worktime reduction, job guarantees, and in-
come ceilings raise deep concerns over work, motivation, and consumption. However, universal basic services,
free public transport, and public renovation raise concerns about service efficiency, innovation incentives, and
welfare entitlement. Stakeholders agreed that eco-social policies are desirable and feasible, but only when com-
bined in a way that balances social and environmental impacts. They believe it might be easier to address
challenges in understanding and implementing these policies if they were part of a broader, coordinated ap-
proach at a supranational level, rather than isolated, single-issue policies targeting specific sectors.

“The comparative politics of just transition policies: building green-red winning coalitions in
Spain and Ireland” by Matteo Mandelli

The research article “The comparative politics of just transition policies: building green-red winning coalitions in
Spain and Ireland” by Matteo Mandelli has been published in the Journal of European Public Policy.

DOI: https://doi.org/10.1080/13501763.2024.2446364

Abstract

Just transition policies can be useful measures to address the new social risks of industrial decarbonization.
However, while these policies are growing empirically, they remain arguably undertheorized. Navigating a
largely unexplored field, this article aims to strengthen our understanding of just transition policymaking with a
theory-generating ambition. It does so by asking: what explains the adoption of just transition policies? Following
a Most Different Systems Design, Spain and Ireland have been selected as comparative case studies to recon-
struct the political trajectories behind national just transition policies. Drawing from coalition theories, empirical
analysis maps the preferences of and interactions between political parties and organised interest groups. The
article relies on outcome-explaining process tracing and qualitative methods, including the analysis of policy
and press documents, and thirty-nine semi-structured interviews with policymakers and other informants. The
core argument is that just transition policies emerge as the result of green-red winning coalitions steered by
powerful entrepreneurs, who engage in political exchanges with other socio-political actors in order to trade
political support for decarbonisation, in exchange for economic support to affected societal groups.

“Defining, Operationalizing and Classifying Socio-Ecological Risks” by Matteo Mandelli et al.

The Working Paper “Defining, Operationalizing and Classifying Socio-Ecological Risks” by Matteo Mandelli et
al. has been published by Sciences Po LIEPP.

Link: https://sciencespo.hal.science/hal-04801294vl/document

Abstract

Both the ecological crisis and the policies set up to combat such crisis — pursuing the so-called green transition
— are belonging to a ‘third wave’ of social risks after the ones connected to industrial and post-industrial trans-
formations. We may label these new risks as ‘socio-ecological risks’. Despite a growing number of studies at-
tempting to build a bridge between the notions of social and environmental risks, a conceptual and analytical
ambiguity is still prevalent in this emerging literature, preventing us to empirically define, identify and measure
socio-ecological risks. Against this background, the paper has a threefold goal: first, it provides a definition of
socio-ecological risks as significant changes in the magnitude and/or distribution of social risks, which occur
directly because of climate change or other environmental hazards, and/or indirectly due to the distributive ef-
fects of environmental policies; second, it puts forward a theoretical model for the operationalization of this
concept and the assessment of who is at risk, stressing the importance of four key elements: pre-existing vul-
nerability, exposure, dependency and eco-social policy mixes; and, third, it proposes a taxonomy to classify
these risks, distinguishing between direct and indirect socio-ecological risks, and their social consequences,
including income poverty, job losses, housing problems, issues of mobility, food insecurity, declining health and
social exclusion. The paper relies on a thorough and critical literature review of established social science de-
bates on social and then environmental risks, connected respectively to welfare state and environmental
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hazards studies. Aspiring to fill the gaps in the literature, the paper aims to advance a research agenda for the
analysis of socio-ecological risks, which should guide future empirical studies in determining what are these
risks and who is at risks.

“Sufficiency as a “Strategy of the Enough”: Curbing ecological crises and injustices. A sum-
mary of the German Advisory Council on the Environment’s discussion paper” by Julia Mich-
aelis et al.

The article “Sufficiency as a “Strategy of the Enough”: Curbing ecological crises and injustices. A summary of
the German Advisory Council on the Environment’s discussion paper” by Julia Michaelis et al. has been pub-
lished in GAIA — Ecological Perspectives for Science and Society.

DOI: https://doi.org/10.14512/gaia.33.3.3

Abstract

A recent discussion paper Sufficiency as a “Strategy of the Enough”: A Necessary Debate by the German Ad-
visory Council on the Environment (SRU) aims to intensify the debate on sufficiency, a central but neglected
element of future-oriented policy. It defines sufficiency as the need to limit the consumption and production of
ecologically critical goods and services, mainly by the economically rich, as a basis for reducing distributional
injustices and environmental impacts. Rather than proposing specific measures, the paper deliberately aims to
explain the need for sufficiency from various scientific disciplines, and invite discussion. Here, the authors of the
discussion paper provide a short overview of the analyses and arguments in English.

“Public support for degrowth policies and sufficiency behaviours in the United States: A dis-
crete choice experiment” by Dalls O’Dell et al.

The research article “Public support for degrowth policies and sufficiency behaviours in the United States: A
discrete choice experiment” by Dalls O’Dell et al. has been published by Ecological Economics.

DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ecolecon.2024.108446

Abstract

Research on degrowth and its policy proposals has rapidly expanded, despite lacking empirical evidence on
public perceptions. One conceptual proposition for affluent populations is that lifestyle changes, such as under-
taking sufficiency-oriented behaviours, may engender degrowth policy support. Our research empirically inves-
tigated U.S. public support for degrowth policies, its relation to sufficiency behaviours, and whether a degrowth
framing influenced policy support. In a pre-registered, online discrete choice experiment (N = 1012), we elicited
perceptions of four commonly advocated degrowth policies - work time reductions, downscaling fossil fuel pro-
duction, universal basic services, and advertising restrictions. Analyses revealed significant support for some
specification of each alternative policy, especially fossil fuel caps and universal healthcare. We also found a
significant positive association between sufficiency engagement and supporting fossil fuel restrictions. However,
latent class analysis suggested that the link between behaviour and policy support was less consistent for so-
cially oriented policies, and that those who supported such policies did not engage in sufficiency most frequently.
Degrowth framing only significantly influenced preferences for universal healthcare. These findings suggest an
appetite for advancing eco-social policies in the United States but point to a nuanced relationship between
sufficiency lifestyles and degrowth policy support.

“Europe’s demographic challenge: policies for sustainable generational renewal” by Ales-
sandro Rosina

The article “Europe’s demographic challenge: policies for sustainable generational renewal” by Alessandro
Rosina has been published by FEPS.

Link: https://feps-europe.eu/europes-demographic-challenge-policies-for-sustainable-generational-renewal/

Abstract

European demography is characterised by an ageing population, driven not only by increased longevity but also
(and mainly) by declining birth rates. This fuels significant imbalances between generations, leading to serious
social and economic consequences. To address the demographic transition, it is essential to act on three
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interdependent fronts: promoting fertility, improving young people’s and women’s access to (and permanence)
in the labour market and implementing integrated immigration policies.

“Understanding essential energy through functionings: A comparative study across six energy
poverty trials in Europe” by Nicola Willand et al.

The research article “Understanding essential energy through functionings: A comparative study across six en-
ergy poverty trials in Europe” by Nicola Willand et al. has been published by Energy Research & Social Science.

DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.erss.2024.103834

Abstract

Universal access to essential energy is a derived human right, however the term “essential energy” is not well
defined and can be subject to interpretation. Diverse understandings of the concept can lead to uncertainties in
the identification of energy poor households and misguided interventions. Building on literature on energy pov-
erty, capabilities and health promotion, this article proposes that essential energy should be understood in terms
energy functionings, which are the realisations of capabilities.

To clarify the essential energy concept in terms of functionings, this study aimed to reveal how essential energy
was perceived and shaped across diverse contexts of six energy poverty trials. The study took place in Jelgava
(Latvia), Obuda (Hungary), Edirne (Turkiye), Valencia (Spain), Leeds (England) and Heerlen (The Netherlands)
and involved focus groups and urban tours with 29 energy poverty experts in 2023.

Conceptions of essential energy converged on a set of non-compensatory and context-independent contempo-
rary functionings: spatial warmth, coolness, hygiene, good indoor air quality, clean laundry, cooked food, food
safety and security, electronic entertainment and others. The fair and equitable distribution of these essential
energy outcomes for low carbon living and health depended on the constellation of energy features such as
energy carriers, services and appliances. We also extracted a list of conditions that shaped these energy fea-
tures, influenced capabilities and impacted outcomes, while promoting the achievement of energy functionings
and staying within the limits of sufficiency. Energy poverty assessments using this functionings framework
should also consider a dwelling's structural integrity and secure supply of energy.

“Social and spatial determinants of energy ageism: Calibrating social policy towards older peo-
ple under the conditions of energy transition in Polish society” by Pawet Zuk and Piotr Zuk

The research article “Social and spatial determinants of energy ageism: Calibrating social policy towards older
people under the conditions of energy transition in Polish society” by Pawet Zuk and Piotr Zuk has been pub-
lished by Energy Research & Social Science.

DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.erss.2024.103795

Abstract

The article aims to identify the problems and challenges faced by senior citizens in the context of energy tran-
sition and also to develop a framework of social policy that would respond to senior citizens' concerns and is
necessary for the effective implementation of the goals of the European Union's (EU) climate and energy policy.
The authors focus on the analysis of the challenges of energy transition faced by older people who live in Poland
in various types of buildings and use different sources of home heating. The article shows how various types of
buildings constructed using different technologies and in different historical periods and located in various social
and geographical spaces divide people in terms of class and also create challenges for older people related to
home heating. The type of building and its place in the urban space may be a determinant of the energy poverty
of its inhabitants, and the area where specific types of buildings are clustered together may affect the air quality
in this part of a city. The authors suggest taking specific local and national actions as part of social policy towards
older people during energy transition. The material was collected in the winter of 2024 using focus group inter-
views for eight groups of senior citizens differing in place of residence, type of building inhabited and source of
home heating.

“Empowering citizens in Europe’s green transition: The role of digital solutions” by Laura
Rayner et al.

The discussion paper “Empowering citizens in Europe’s green transition: The role of digital solutions” by Laura
Rayner et al. has been published by EPC.
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Link: https://www.epc.eu/en/Publications/Empowering-citizens-in-Europes-green-transition-The-role-of-
digit~5¢1250

Abstract
As Europe undergoes the green transition, engaging citizens as both beneficiaries and active agents in com-
bating climate change is vital. Deeper participation helps to mitigate costs while promoting a more inclusive
approach to the green transition.
Digital solutions support top-down and bottom-up methods of citizen involvement, ranging from citizen climate
assemblies to online activism. These digital solutions can overcome obstacles like resource limitations, dwin-
dling public trust, and a significant skills shortage in the green and digital arenas. Digital tools widen public
participation and empower individuals to influence environmental policy
This Discussion Paper highlights that the EU needs to:
o Intensify efforts to place citizens at the heart of the twin transition.
o Strengthen initiatives aimed at improving digital skills and literacy at the EU and member state level.
o Promote open discussions about the trade-offs involved in the green transition, addressing the negative
impacts of digitalisation.
o Expand policy frameworks and access to digital information transfer tools, platforms, and technologies.
o Encourage active participation in environmental decision-making through increased citizen access to
environmental information.

“Rethinking social protection in the green transition. Implementing the Council Recommenda-
tion on fair transition” by Kalina Arabadjieva and Alberto Barrio

The policy brief “Rethinking social protection in the green transition. Implementing the Council Recommendation
on fair transition” by Kalina Arabadjieva and Alberto Barrio has been published by ETUI.

Link: https://www.etui.org/publications/rethinking-social-protection-green-transition

Key Points:

e Social protection will be a crucial safety net for the people most affected by climate change and green
transition policies, particularly for those in vulnerable situations. It is an essential component of ensuring
the ‘just and fair’ transition promised by the European Green Deal.

e The Council Recommendation on ensuring a fair transition towards climate neutrality of June 2022 in-
cludes provisions on social protection that could guide Member States of the European Union (EU) to-
wards reconsidering and adapting their social protection systems to challenges arising from the green
transition. However, because Council Recommendations are non-binding acts, efforts to promote Mem-
ber State implementation are particularly important.

e These should include the development of a monitoring framework and European Commission guidelines
on the meaning of Recommendation provisions, accompanied by technical assistance, exchange of best
practices and policy coordination, with the active involvement of social partners and civil society. There
is also a clear need for additional funding, including from EU funds that can be leveraged to incentivise
implementation.

e Legally binding EU measures specifically related to social protection systems remain unlikely, not least
because, where a dedicated legal basis is available, it requires unanimity across Member States. There
may be opportunities in the new European Commission mandate, however, to include social protection-
related requirements in legal instruments that seek to promote just transition, building on the Council
Recommendation.

“Time to build a European digital ecosystem. Recommendations for the EU’s digital policy” by
Francesca Bria et al.

The policy Study “Time to build a European digital ecosystem. Recommendations for the EU’s digital policy” by
Francesca Bria et al. has been published by FEPS.

Link: https://feps-europe.eu/publication/time-to-build-a-european-digital-ecosystem-2/

Description
The beginning of the new EU mandate means the closure of a very productive legislature in the digital domain.
Landmark regulations such as the Digital Services Act (DSA) and the Digital Markets Act (DMA) have reshaped
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the EU’s digital landscape, while Europe was the first to legislate artificial intelligence (Al). Now, the European
Union is at a crossroad in its digital transformation. Geopolitical tensions and growing reliance on foreign tech
giants underscore the urgent need for greater technological sovereignty.

The policy study ‘Time to build a European ecosystem’ outlines critical steps for the EU to reduce digital de-
pendencies and create a resilient, autonomous, and socially inclusive digital framework. The study emphasises
the importance of enforcing existing digital regulations and creating a European Digital Industrial Policy (EDIP)
to drive innovation and secure European values.

The new European Commission will have to ensure digital gatekeepers like Google and Meta comply with ex-
isting legislation — and enforce them when needed. Critical recommendations for the new EC focus on creating
a unified digital industrial strategy, including developing a ‘EuroStack’, a European technology framework en-
compassing hardware, infrastructure, Al, data, and governance.

Public institutions should lead by adopting European-made technologies, setting standards, and investing in
crucial infrastructure. A strengthened digital commons model, including open and interoperable systems, can
help counter Big Tech’s monopolistic control and ensure inclusivity and sustainability in digital governance.
The study also stresses the need for sustainable Al development, calling for energy-efficient, renewable solu-
tions to meet the growing demands of Al applications. Public investments in Al must be tied to societal benefits
rather than competing with Big Tech. A progressive Al regulation approach should foster fair competition and
democratic decision-making while promoting innovation across European Al value chains.

Effective enforcement of EU digital rules is paramount. The study highlights the importance of enforcing regu-
lations like the Digital Services and Markets Acts and GDPR, particularly around algorithmic transparency and
the protection of users’ data. The EU must also address the accountability of algorithmic management at work,
ensuring that workers’ rights are protected through social dialogue and transparent decision-making processes.
Achieving digital sovereignty requires a strategic overhaul. Legislative measures must be paired with capacity
building to advance a digital future that reflects European values of fairness, sustainability, and innovation.

EEA Report (2024). Just sustainability transitions — From concept to practice. EEA.
The report “Just sustainability transitions — From concept to practice” has been published by EEA.

Link: https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/analysis/publications/just-sustainability-transitions

Abstract
This report considers how justice is tackled in the policies which are currently in place to deliver the European
Green Deal. It summarises the lessons learnt for policy-makers seeking to achieve a fair green transition, by
moving from the concept of justice to the practice of embedding fairness in the design and implementation of
policies.

“The state of region and cities” by the European Union
“The state of region and cities” Annual Report has been published by the European Union.

Link: https://cor.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2024-09/Report-state-regions-and-cities-EN.pdf

“A European Agenda to Navigate Uncertain Times” edited by Rutger Hoekstra

The policy publication Hoekstra “A European Agenda to Navigate Uncertain Times” edited by Rutger Hoekstra
has been published by the “Beyond-GDP” consortia SPES/ToBe/WISE Horizons/WISER/MERGE.

Link: https://www.sustainabilityperformances.eu/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/A-European-Agenda-To-Navi-
gate-Uncertain-Times.pdf

“Climate progress in the EU and the world” by Stephen Minas

The policy book “Climate progress in the EU and the world” by Stephen Minas has been published by FEPD
Primer Series.

Link: https://feps-europe.eu/publication/climate-progress-in-the-eu-and-the-world/
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Abstract

Charting a just and social transition in a volatile age

Climate Progress in the EU and the World is the newest addition to the FEPS Primer series. The Primer Series
are books written with an educational purpose, to help new audiences enter specific thematic fields. Stephen
Minas’ Climate Progress in the EU and the World offers insight into how climate policy has been made at the
EU level, the main tools used, the most important actors, and the path forward.

The primer explains why climate change matters, the key issues in climate politics, and the international com-
munity’s climate goals. It covers EU climate law and policy, and suggests progressive principles for strengthen-
ing climate change action.

This primer is an essential and empowering read amid what is rising political conflict. This instructive volume
provides systematised knowledge, proud records of progressive political achievements, and crucial arguments
to strive for a fairer and more sustainable world.

“Structures and Time for Climate-friendly Work” by Barbara Smetschka et al.

The book chapter “Structures and Time for Climate-friendly Work™ by Barbara Smetschka et al. has been pub-
lished in A. Raschauer & N. Tomaschek (eds.), Nachhaltige Arbeitswelten: Uberlegungen zu einer zukunftsfa-
higen Gestaltung von Arbeit by Waxmann.

Link: https://www.waxmann.com/waxmann-buecher/?no cache=1&tx p2wax-
mann_ pi2%5Bbuch%5D=BUC129233&tx p2waxmann pi2%5Baction%5D=show&tx p2wax-
mann pi2%5Bcontroller%5D=Buch&cHash=600f217132ccb131ea034005f3237851

“Sociality. Social Rights and Human Welfare” by Hartley Dean
The book “Sociality. Social Rights and Human Welfare” by Hartley Dean has been published by Routledge.

Link: https://www.routledge.com/Sociality-Social-Rights-and-Human-Welfare/Dean/p/book/9781032587905

Description

This book develops a very particular concept of sociality: a holistic way of understanding how human beings
have come to care about and collectively provide for their welfare as a species and to recognise each other’s
needs in terms of shared social rights. It tells not so much a success story as a hopeful story. It provides a new
way of looking at how our rights to life’'s essentials have been in the past, are now and can in the future be
understood. It is, potentially, a book for anyone interested in the human condition but will be especially interest-
ing for those engaged in human service provision, community action, social development, welfare law and po-
litical debate, and particularly useful to students of social policy and human rights.

It is a radically revised edition of Social Rights and Human Welfare, first published in 2015. It provides modified,
re-organised and updated versions of chapters from that book while offering a wholly new underlying narrative
through which further to develop and apply the author’s alternative theory of social rights. It is a book about the
connections between social rights and human welfare; between theory and practice; between debate and reality
in the spheres of human service provision and human livelihoods.

“The Politics of the Polycrisis. Transforming Social Democracy in Europe” edited bey Patrick
Diamond and Ania Skrzypek

The book “The Politics of the Polycrisis. Transforming Social Democracy in Europe” edited bey Patrick Diamond
and Ania Skrzypek was published by FEPS.

Link: https://feps-europe.eu/publication/the-politics-of-polycrisis/

Description

Drawing on insights from key contributors from the EU and the UK, the book “The Politics of Polycrisis” presents
new ideas for restoring social democracy, tackling topics including the green transition, the rise of platform work,
industrial policy, and artificial intelligence.
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Rising challenges of insecurity and inequality that plagued advanced capitalist countries in recent years —from
climate change to the rise of the far right, economic crisis, and the creation of new types of jobs that do not
protect workers—have reinstated the need for social democratic parties to strategise for success.

Authored by prominent researchers and policy-makers and edited by Patrick Diamond and Ania Skrzypek, this
book is a powerful intellectual statement that presents new ideas for restoring social democracy.

“Pathways to Sustainable Welfare. Inertia, Emergence and Transformation in Swedish Cities”
by Kajsa Emilsson et al.

The book “Pathways to Sustainable Welfare. Inertia, Emergence and Transformation in Swedish Cities” by Kajsa
Emilsson et al. has been published by Policy Press.

DOI: https://doi.org/10.51952/9781447372608

Description

Pathways to Sustainable Welfare critically examines how cities can address the dual challenges of climate
change and sustainability while ensuring the welfare of their populations.

Focused on three Swedish cities, it explores the integration of environmental and welfare concerns in local
policies, urban movements and public opinions. Based on theories of inertia, emergence and transformation, it
identifies factors driving or obstructing sustainable welfare advancements.

This book is a crucial resource for scholars interested in sustainable transformation, urban governance and
social policy. It offers frameworks and empirical evidence relevant to academics, policymakers and practitioners
seeking to understand and engage in urban sustainable welfare development.

“Showing Social Solidarity with Future Generations” by Marianne Takle

The book “Showing Social Solidarity with Future Generations” by Marianne Takle has been published by
Routledge.

DOI: https://doi.org/10.4324/9781003400806

Abstract

Today’s generations can affect the future ecosystem more than any previous generations and aggravate the
welfare of future people. People who have not yet been born are excluded from political decisions important to
their lives. Due to the future generations’ lack of influence, current generations have a responsibility to act.
The current generation's responsibility for the well-being of future generations has been used as an argument
for an increasing number of legislative and policy measures across the world but are rarely followed up in prac-
tice.

This book examines when commitments to future generations are followed up in practice and in what situations
they are not.

A concept of solidarity with future generations is developed and applied to four policy areas: the UN 2030
Agenda, national political institutions for future generations, constitutions and climate lawsuits, and regulations
of economic debt or savings for future generations. Germany and Norway are selected as cases to evaluate
what the commitments might entail in practice.

The book highlights where the gaps emerge, and what needs to be done. The failing transition from the global
to the national level highlights a need for stronger cosmopolitan elements in the international political system.
Institutional bindings are generally weak at the national level. Financial restrictions show it is possible to estab-
lish strong institutional constraints, but the focus on financial resources is too narrow. Both national and global
institutional bindings must be strengthened to show social solidarity with future generations.
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